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Happy New Year!

Whilst many of us celebrate the dawning of a New Year, this January, the New Year has brought
sadness and loss. As we look around us, we see the world’s scientists warning us that we have but a
short time to fix the global problem of climate change. We see horrendous coverage of the fires
devastating millions of acres of Australia, destroying thousands of homes, dozens of people losing
their lives, and over a million animals killed. Brexit looms, bringing many people uncertainty and
worry. In China, a new Kkiller virus stalks the land, indiscriminately killing people. There’s still violence
and war across the world. It’s all too easy to get depressed about the state of things as we move into
a new year and a new decade. These problems are all so big, what can we as individuals do about
them?

It's a test of faith for many and I’'m reminded of the words of Jesus in Matthew 17:20, when he had
caste out a demon from a youngster where the disciples had failed “if you had faith as small as a
mustard seed, you could say to this mountain, “Move from here to there” and it would move. Nothing
would be impossible.” Anything is possible if a person believes in the power of God. And he went on
to say it’s done through prayer.

When we look closely at the world, we see the young people taking matters into their own hands and
protesting about climate change — they are the electorate of the future and politicians will listen.
Industrial chiefs and financiers are working hard to put things right — after all, there’s no point in
making a profit today if we aren’t here tomorrow. Other nations are offering help to Australia where
volunteers are risking their lives daily to control the fires and bring help to those who need it. And
already the plant life is putting out new shoots. The advice from the embassy on Brexit is that nothing
will change apart from lots of forms for us all to fill in. And in China the authorities are moving quickly
to contain the virus.

Our Declaration of faith says:

We believe and trust in God the Father Almighty

We believe and trust in Jesus Christ His Son

We believe and trust in the Holy Spirit

We believe and trust in the Three in One

So let’s have faith, and let’s move mountains this year and this decade.

Almighty God, help us to have faith in you, give all in authority your
direction and guidance, and listen to our prayers.

Amen
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The week of Prayer for Christian Unity - January 18-24, 2020 began in the Luberon with an ecumenical
service at Sanctuaire Notre Dame in Lumiére on Saturday January 18. Representatives of the Roman
Catholic, Protestant and Anglican faiths were present and all contributed to the service. Between 55
and 60 people were present. The address was given by Father Serge Cuenot, the rector of Sanctuaire
Notre Dame de Lumiere.

Things Ecumenical

Annually, leaders of faith communities throughout the world gather together to arrive at the theme
for the annual celebration of Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. The theme for this year was
prepared by a group of representatives from the Christian Churches in Malta. Not surprisingly, they
chose a reading from Acts (27:18-28:10 — Paul’s shipwreck off the coast of Malta) with the key text
being Paul’s comment that the people of Malta showed those who were shipwrecked “unusual
kindness”. Something that we all need to show to our fellow believers if we are to overcome the
small differences that separate us and build on the huge commonalities that unite us.

One key development that happened in the planning meeting for the service, attended by
Christopher Morgan and John Smith, was that we were asked by Father Huber, who many of you will
know from our joint Christmas Service, if we (the Anglicans) had a problem attending services with
the Roman Catholics. He seemed genuinely surprised and very pleasantly so, when he learnt that not
only did we not have a problem but we would very much welcome the opportunity to worship and
share mass together. We agreed that we should meet in the coming weeks to plan a joint service to
be held in the autumn probably.

Revd John Smith
Things Musical

On Saturday 18" January the choir “Doubles
Croches” gave a concert in the church at All
Saints Marseille. Many thanks to the Marseille
team who looked after the choir and the
church for this event.

Staying on the musical theme, the piano there has now been tuned so we ourselves should be more
tuneful too!

Amanda Haste is organising a Singing and Instrumental Day on Saturday 14" March 2020 at St Marks
in Versailles, as part of the Royal School of Church Music activities.
For more details please contact Amanda at amanda.haste @sfr.fr

Things Food

There will be a Bring and Share lunch after the Candlemas Service on the 2™ February at All Saints
Marseille. All are welcome to share in this.
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For those of you who met Alex and Pam Packett from Australia when Alex was locum in the
chaplaincy in 2018 - thankfully they haven’t been affected by the fires in their homeland but they are
hoping to come to Europe this summer. They send their prayers for us all for the new year ahead.

Things People

Sue and Steve Goodwin are not enjoying the wet winter in the UK! Steve has been asked to cover
some Sunday services near their home and Sue is going to be helping to run a 4 week course in
February. No news yet on their house sale, but they are intending to travel, firstly to the
Oberammergau Passion Play and then to North Carolina. They may also be looking at another locum
post in France. They send their love and prayers.

Things Printed

Our service booklets have been over-hauled and updated by Jamie and the ministry team, and will
be put to the Chaplaincy Council for approval on the 9% February. We can then get them printed
with all the necessary changes.

Dates for your Diary

Sunday, 2™ February — Candlemas
10.00 a.m. Holy Communion at All Saints Marseille led by The Revd Jamie Johnston, followed by
a Bring and Share lunch

11.00 a.m. Holy Communion at The Oratoire, Aix en Provence, led by Revd Canon David
Pickering with Reader Christine Portman

Sunday, 9% February — 3™ Sunday before Lent
10.00 a.m. Holy Communion at All Saints Marseille led by The Revd Jamie Johnston

10.30 a.m. Holy Communion at the Eglise Sacré Coeur, Oppéde led by The Revd John Smith,
followed by the Chaplaincy Council meeting

Sunday, 16" February — 2" Sunday before Lent
10.00 a.m. Holy Communion at All Saints Marseille led by The Revd Jamie Johnston

Sunday, 23™ February — Sunday next before Lent
10.00 a.m. Holy Communion at All Saints Marseille led by The Revd Jamie Johnston with Reader
Jane Quarmby

Wednesday, 26th February — Ash Wednesday Thc
Service at All Saints. Marseille led by Revd Jamie Johnston
Service at Eglise Sacré Coeur, Oppéde. Led by Revd John Smith
Sunday 1° March — 1°t Sunday in Lent
10.00 a.m. Holy Communion at All Saints Marseille led by The Revd Jamie Johnston

11.00 a.m. Holy Communion at The Oratoire, Aix en Provence, led by Revd Canon David
Pickering with Reader Christine Portman
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Lent

Thanks again to Jane Quarmby for preparing last month’s newsletter while | was away visiting
family in Australia. It was the first time | had visited the country, where my grandmother was
born. There were reunions with cousins not seen for decades and | went to many places
whose names | had known all my life but was now seeing. Highlights included standing in a
small church north of Sydney where my great-great-grandfather had ministered to a
congregation of expatriate Scots in the 1890s, and visiting the Anglican church in Adelaide
where my grandparents were married over a century ago. Back in the present, the impact of
the bush fires dominated the news and many of the conversations. | was deeply impressed
by the resilience | encountered throughout. The emphasis was on what communities were
doing for one another, how they could raise funds to help those who had lost homes or
livelihoods, how people were already beginning to rebuild their lives.

Arriving back in Europe | found a mixture of Brexit despondency, strikes in Marseille and
increasing anxiety about the Covid-19 epidemic. It seemed like good preparation for the
penitential season of Lent.

There is something recentring about the words that the Church uses on Ash Wednesday:
‘Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” Lent is a time for taking stock. It
offers us space to examine ourselves, to explore aspects of our lives that may need changing
(the sort of change that metanoia, translated as ‘repentance’, involves). For a time we are
invited to share Jesus’s experience of wilderness as we prepare to follow him on the road to
Calvary in Holy Week. This year two groups in the chaplaincy will be meeting each week to
study the Beatitudes — the sentences of Jesus which open the Sermon on the Mount in
Matthew’s Gospel, each beginning ‘Blessed are...”. Please join us if you can for some or all of
the sessions.

So, in words that echo across the centuries, | wish you a holy Lent, as we prepare to walk
together the way of the Cross.

Almighty and everlasting God,
you hate nothing that you have made
and forgive the sins of all those who are penitent:
create and make in us new and contrite hearts
that we, worthily lamenting our sins
and acknowledging our wretchedness,
may receive from you, the God of all mercy,
perfect remission and forgiveness;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.




Chaplaincy news

Candlemas and Cleaning

On 2" February we celebrated » [ On 12" February a group of us
Candlemas at the 10.00 service in |jet® ;_sif assembled in All Saints to spring clean
Marseille, followed by a bring and == x the church. Thanks to Jane for
share lunch. Thanks to Helen for " organising this and to all who took part.
arranging the lunch and to all who
contributed on the day.

Lent study course

During Lent two groups will be meeting weekly in different parts of the chaplaincy to study
the Beatitudes. We will be using material from the Church of England’s Pilgrim course. One
of its main authors is Bishop Stephen Cottrell, whose appointment as the new Archbishop of
York was recently announced. One group will meet in the Luberon on a weekday afternoon.
The other will meet in Marseille on Tuesday evenings at 6.30 pm. All are very welcome to
attend - please contact the Chaplain if you are interested so we can provide you with detailed
arrangements.

Bishop’s Lent Appeal 2020

Bishop Robert’s Lent Appeal this year is to help raise funds for a new school classroom in the
Diocese of Mumias, Kenya. He writes:

‘In 2013 the Kenyan government introduced a policy of free primary education. This has led to big
increases in the numbers of children enrolled in schools. All the evidence suggests that improving
primary school participation rates is a key factor in development and wellbeing. However, the number
of teachers has not increased and classrooms are congested. Some classes have as many as 150 pupils
with students sharing desks. In other cases, a shortage of buildings means children trying to learn
outside, despite the vagaries of the weather.

Aware of this challenge, the Anglican Diocese of Mumias has established the Bishop Hanningtone
Academy as their contribution towards better quality primary education in a Christian context. Their
current enrolment stands at 38. The school currently consists of just one block with two classrooms,
with a third room serving as the administrative wing. At present, they have three grades,
Kindergarten, Grade One and Grade Two, and the Diocese employs three teachers. Bishop Joseph
Wandera and the Diocese of Mumias would love to expand the school. To do that, they need to build
more classrooms. Bishop Joseph estimates it will cost 20,000USD to build and furnish a new
classroom. (That is very good value by Western European standards!) Our Lent Appeal could
therefore go most of the way to constructing a very tangible expansion of the Diocese of Mumias’s
mission to educate primary school children.’

To support the appeal, members of the chaplaincy are being invited during Lent to put any
spare change they have into a jamjar (an old fashioned but surprisingly effective method of
saving). At our Easter services the funds collected will be brought to the Altar and passed to
the Diocese via our Treasurer, Garry Quarmby.



Choir visit

Further ahead, we are looking forward to welcoming the choir of St Matthew’s Westminster,
who will be with us from 17t to 19t April. They will sing Choral Evensong at All Saints
Marseille at 6.30 pm on Friday, 17™ April, which will be followed by a drinks reception. On
Saturday, 18" April at 4.00 pm they will perform music and readings for Easter in Aix-en-
Provence at the Eglise Protestante Unie de France, 4 rue Villars. Finally, they will sing a Choral
Eucharist at 10.00 am in Marseille on Sunday, 19t April. All are warmly invited to attend.
Please encourage your friends who may not be familiar with Anglican choral music to come
and discover it. If anyone is able to provide accommodation for one or more singers during
that weekend, please let the Chaplain know.

Dates for your Diary
Wednesday, 26th February — Ash Wednesday

3.00 pm Holy Communion with imposition of ashes at the Eglise Sacré Coeur, Oppede led by
Canon David Pickering. Preacher: The Revd John Smith

6.30 pm Holy Communion with imposition of ashes at All Saints Marseille led by The Revd
Jamie Johnston. Preacher: The Very Revd Robert Willis, Dean of Canterbury

Sunday 1°* March — 1% Sunday in Lent
10.00 am Holy Communion at All Saints Marseille led by The Revd Jamie Johnston

11.00 am Holy Communion at The Oratoire, Aix-en-Provence, led by Canon David Pickering with
Reader Christine Portman

Sunday 8" March — 2" Sunday in Lent

10.00 am Holy Communion at All Saints Marseille led by The Revd John Smith

10.30 am Holy Communion at the Eglise Sacré Coeur, Oppeéde led by The Revd Jamie Johnston
Sunday 15 March — 3™ Sunday in Lent

10.00 am Holy Communion at All Saints Marseille led by The Revd Jamie Johnston

Sunday 22" March — 4" Sunday in Lent — Mothering Sunday

10.00 am Holy Communion at All Saints Marseille led by The Revd Jamie Johnston. Preacher:
Reader Jane Quarmby. At the end of the service Amanda and Tim Haste will renew
their marriage vows as they celebrate their 15" wedding anniversary.

Sunday 29" March - 5% Sunday in Lent - Passion Sunday

10.00 am Holy Communion at All Saints Marseille led by The Revd Jamie Johnston, followed by
a meeting of the Chaplaincy Council in church at 11.30 am

With every blessing,
The Revd Jamie Johnston, Chaplain

4, rue de Belloi, 13006 Marseille
tel: +33(0)7 6601 7150 email: anglican.marseille@gmail.com
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Passiontide

One of the strange things about living through a crisis is what it does to our perception of
time. As | write this, it is only a week since France went into lockdown in response to the
Covid-19 pandemic, yet for many it feels like one of the longest weeks they can remember.
Trying to keep up with rapidly evolving responses by governments, both in France and in other
places where we have loved ones living, adds to the sense of distortion. The UK’s response
has been about a week behind, and it has been like watching a film in slow motion. As the
lockdown continues, the sense of disrupted time may start to become less strange, and it is
possible that a sense may also develop - at least for some - of having more time than usual in
the day. If so, let us try to use it well. Across the chaplaincy and beyond, people are already
doing a great deal to support one another through a time of deep uncertainty and fear,
against a backdrop of huge sacrificial commitment by those working in healthcare and allied
services to care for the sick. For those of us not working on the front line, this can become a
time when we too discover what our deepest commitments are, what we live by, and why it
makes a difference.

Faith leaders are uniting in their offers of support and prayer. On 25 March, the Feast of the
Annunciation, when we recall God’s promise of closeness to us in the Incarnation, many
Christians joined the Archbishops of Canterbury and York and Pope Francis in pausing at noon
to say Psalm 23 and the Lord’s Prayer.



Psalm 23, with its familiar words ‘The Lord is my Shepherd’, is a good one to keep close in
times of intense fear and loss. It is about how God relates to us at different times in our lives,
good and bad — in green pastures (normal life), still waters (our times of refreshment, the
times we have felt fully alive, time spent with our loved ones), right pathways (the times we
have had to take difficult decisions) and even the valley of the shadow of death (where many
in the world feel they are now). All the stages of what it means to be human, which Christ
shared with us. Throughout our lives God is present to us, faithful to us, and we can never be
separated from his goodness and mercy, whatever happens to us and around us. Psalm 23
was written in response to an experience of exile, when the people of Israel saw a face of God
they hadn’t seen before, a God who suffered out of love. They felt closer to him in their
hardship than they had in the time of plenty. May we find that same comfort now, through
Christ our Shepherd.

This Sunday, the focus of Lent turns from the wilderness to Jerusalem, as we prepare to follow
Christ through the time of his Passion. We do so in the knowledge that it ends not in defeat
but in resurrection, the victory of love over suffering and death. May God bless you through
these weeks, and may you feel closer to him than ever.

The Collect for Passion Sunday

Most merciful God,
who by the death and resurrection of your Son
Jesus Christ
delivered and saved the world:
grant that by faith in him who suffered on the
Cross
we may triumph in the power of his victory;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Chaplaincy news

Most events have now been postponed or cancelled, but chaplaincy members are still
connected through phone calls, emails and our website. A sense of community is forming,
partly through the act of worship we share on Sundays. We are currently planning material
for Holy Week and Easter. Meanwhile the list of resources for prayer, reflection and other
information on the website is growing. Please keep sending them in.

Although the Lent study course has been suspended, we plan to return to the Pilgrim material
at a later date. The choir visit in April has also been postponed, but some of their recordings
are among the resources now on our website.



Lent Appeal

Our Lent appeal, however, continues. Members of the chaplaincy are invited to continue
putting spare change into a jamjar for us to collect sometime after Easter and send to the
Bishop in Europe’s Lent Appeal, which this year is to help raise funds for a new school
classroom in the Diocese of Mumias, Kenya.

Standing Orders/donations

Closer to home, our other appeal continues too. A few of you have kindly put in place
standing orders to help the chaplaincy through the time when there are no church collections.
This is becoming increasingly pressing, as the chaplaincy has few reserves and has lost around
80% of its income. (None of the helpful government assistance that has been announced
applies to churches.) The email we sent out on 7% March included details of how to set up a
standing order in France or the UK. If you would like to do this, or to make a one-off donation,
and no longer have access to the details please email us on anglican.marseille@gmail.com or
contact +33 7 66 01 71 50. Thank you for your support.

Useful links

In addition to free channels, a number of platforms that would normally require a subscription
are making available free content (concerts, films, courses etc). The following have been sent
to us:

https://www.france.tv/spectacles-et-culture/opera-et-musique-classique/toutes-les-videos/

https://www.arte.tv/fr/arte-concert/musiques-classiques/

https://www.digitalconcerthall.com/en/home

https://openculture.com

Do let us know if you are aware of others which chaplaincy members might like to share.

Easter recipe

Jane Quarmby has shared the following recipe for simnel cake (on a day it was snowing in
Provence!)

https://www.redonline.co.uk/food/recipes/a501121/mary-berrys-simnel-cake/

Finally, a message from Andrew Caspari, Chief Operating Officer of the Diocese in Europe:

‘It is hard to focus on good news at a time like this, but as Isaiah said ‘those who lived
in a land of deep darkness, on them light has shined’. At this time of the year we wait
for the light to shine at Easter. In a recent Diocesan meeting, someone said ‘We don’t
know when Easter will be this year’. | pondered this and concluded that what he

3
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meant was: we don’t know when we will celebrate together in church, but celebrate
we will. Our faith is that the wilderness and the cross are followed by the resurrection
and no virus can take that away.’

Amen.

With every blessing,

The Revd Jamie Johnston, Chaplain

4, rue de Belloi, 13006 Marseille
tel: +33(0)7 66 01 71 50 email: anglican.marseille@gmail.com
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As “le confinement” is gradually being lifted, it’s probably time we went back to having a regular
newsletter again, to try and keep everyone as up to date with developments as possible. So here we

go!
Firstly, a note from our Bishops, Robert and David:
“Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

We have just celebrated Trinity Sunday, the day that sums up the Church’s liturgical year with its
focus on the awesome and wonderful reality of the three-personned God. The Father-Creator, the
incarnate, crucified and risen Son, and the Pentecostal Holy Spirit are together acknowledged and
worshipped on a Sunday which marks the liturgical transition from the telling of the events of
salvation to the twenty plus Sundays of “Ordinary Time”. In these Sundays, we work out the
Christian message of faith, love and hope on a journey towards Advent and the completion of God’s
work of the restoration and healing of humanity and the created order.

In 2020 these Sundays are, however, much less ‘ordinary’ than usual. We are all struggling to work
our way towards some kind of ‘new normal’. We cannot be sure what this will be like, although we
can be fairly sure that the continuing threat of Covid-19 means it won’t be the same as the ‘old
normal’. .......... Across the diocese and in each chaplaincy, clergy and councils are working out if and
how to ‘re-open’, deliberating over local and diocesan guidance, and putting into place new safety
guidance.

The great theological virtue that sustains us in all of this is our Christian hope. This hope is the future
dimension of faith and it is to a large extent the test of faith. It is neither given by ourselves nor it is
to be kept to ourselves. As a pilgrim people we live in a hope that is renewed and fostered every day
by the Holy Spirit. And it is this hope that helps us cope with all our struggles and trials of life in our
diverse contexts and situations.

For many of us these last months of lockdown have been a hard experience when we have felt
isolated and lonely. Deconfinement now brings a different range of stresses and anxieties. We will
have to find new ways of caring for one another as we seek how to be church and how to offer in-
church worship with physical distancing, with proper hygiene, and with some of our members not
yet being or feeling ready to join in congregational gatherings.”

Worship in our Chaplaincy

At the Chaplaincy Council meeting on 6™ June, it was agreed that we would start to re-open our
churches for worship. This is subject to very strict protocols for keeping us all safe and a copy of
these can be seen on our website or sent to you if you'd like to see a copy. We have to abide by
these protocols or risk not only closing the churches again but potentially causing harm to others by
infecting them.

So we can worship again which is good news, although it won't be quite the same as before. For
example,

e We will need to clean each worship venue scrupulously and disinfect surfaces (teams of
volunteers needed!)



e We all have to wear masks

e We all have to stay 2 metres apart from each other unless we are part of a household
e We can’t sing or have a choir

o The Eucharist will only be in the form of a wafer

e We will need stewards on the doors to ensure social distancing and use of hand gel

e We must keep a register of attendees

e We must bring our own hand gel if possible, tissues and a pen to sign the register

e We can’t socialise at the end of the service

o  We will be using printed service sheets which will be binned at the end of the service.

The advice is also that if for whatever reason you don’t feel well, then please don’t come to church.

Our Zoom services on a Sunday morning and Wednesday evenings will continue for those who can’t
get to church for whatever reason. These have been a great success story for our Chaplaincy,
bringing all 3 congregations together and also friends and families living in Britain and Kenya. Please
don’t feel you have to come to church if you are worried — the advice is clear that if you are over 65
and/or have an underlying health condition don’t even try — God is making house calls at the
moment!

Our first congregational service will be this Sunday 14" June (weather permitting) in the Revd
John Smith’s garden in Oppéde. All are welcome but please also bring your own chair. It will start
at 10.30 a.m. There will also be a Zoom service at 10.30 a.m. as usual.

Our first service at All Saints’ Marseille will be on Sunday 21°* June at 10.00 a.m.
No news yet on services at Aix —we'll keep you informed as we get news.

Zoom Communion services will continue to be available from 21t June but at the later time of
11.30 a.m.

Prayers

If you would like prayers for yourself or anyone you know, please let our Chaplain Jamie know at
anglican.marseille@gmail.com . We can all do with a little help at the moment!

Events

Sadly we can’t plan any events at the moment other than services, so all fundraising has had to
be postponed and also a number of weddings booked for this year and a couple of baptisms.

Finance

Without the regular giving at services, our income has dropped and a big thank you is due to all
those who have generously and thoughtfully either continued to give via their banks, or have set
up new standing orders. But there’s room for more — so please let our Warden Jane know if you
are able to give by cheque or standing order at the bank and she’ll be happy to help. Without
this funding our Chaplaincy can’t exist and it has proved to be a lifeline to many of us through
this difficult time, with the online services and pastoral care provided by Jamie and his ministry
team. One effect of the lockdown has been that we now have access to 8 services a month
rather than 1 for many of us, so the Chaplaincy is proving even better value!
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As the new editor of the Newsletter, | would be grateful for contributions. | will shortly have a
new Warden’s e-mail address, which will be posted on the website and mentioned in the next
Newsletter, but for now please continue to use janequarmby0430@gmail.com. .

This brings prayers and best wishes from the ministry team as we continue to journey through these
challenging times.

Jane Quarmby, Chaplaincy Warden

10t June 2020
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Worship in Church

We have now had two services of public worship, one in the Rev John Smith’s garden in Oppéde on
the 14" June where 10 gathered together and one in All Saints’ Church in Marseille where 14
gathered. Celebration at being allowed to gather again for worship was muted, however, as we are
not “back to normal” yet and somehow it isn’t the same wearing masks and being so far apart. But it
is a start and one on which we can build. Grateful thanks are due to all who have helped get things
ready for these services, cleaning and stewarding in particular.

Here's the service at Oppéde.

All Saints ready to go!



We are mindful that not everyone is out and about fully yet and, for those who are still isolating to
an extent to protect themselves or loved ones, we are continuing with our Zoom services. We are
celebrating the Eucharist on Sunday mornings at 11.30 am and Compline at 10 pm (French time —an
hour earlier for our friends in the UK.) So don’t worry if you are concerned about coming to church —
please carry on joining our international congregation online!

It is unlikely that we will be resuming services in Aix until the Autumn but, in the meantime, we can
arrange home communion for those who would like it — please contact Jamie our Chaplain on
anglican.marseille@gmail.com

Choir practice

We have been contacted by the Choeur Sainte Victoire in Marseille who are looking for somewhere
to practise in, and providing all is well regarding Covid restrictions being eased by then, they will be
using All Saints from the middle of September, once a week. There are 35 in the choir so they should
fill the church with song!

Prayers

If you need prayers for yourself or anyone you know please let our Chaplain Jamie know at
anglican.marseille@gmail.com . We can all do with a little help at the moment!

Finance

Without the regular giving at services, our income has dropped and a big thankyou is due to all those
who have generously and thoughtfully either continued to give via their banks, or have set up new
standing orders. But there’s room for more — so please let our Warden Jane know if you are able to
give by cheque or standing order at the bank and she’ll be happy to help. Without this funding our
Chaplaincy can’t exist and it has proved to be a lifeline to many of us through this difficult time, with
the online services and pastoral care provided by Jamie and his ministry team. Oddly, we now have
access to 8 services a month rather than 1 for many of us, so the Chaplaincy is proving good value!

Thought for the Week — from Brian Draper, from a series of reflections commissioned by St Paul’s
Cathedral on where God is in this crisis of Covid 19.

“ Almost everything will work again if you unplug it for a few minutes — including you.”
writes Anne Lamott.

That’s not to be flippant, in a pandemic; but her words remind me that, far from finding
lock-down restful, it's been hard to unplug mentally, emotionally, spiritually, and | expect it
has for you.

And so, as the restrictions ease, let’s not assume we should be automatically primed for
action. The Bible speaks of finding “rest for the soul” for good reason, and thankfully the
summer offers restorative opportunities, even if we can’t go on holiday.

The trick, I've found, is to keep it simple. On the summer retreats | lead, we take a few steps
barefoot, for example, to feel the grass beneath our feet. It can earth us, in a most heavenly
way. Often, this evokes childhood memories too; as if the child in us knew, all along, that
here we stand on holy ground.
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Summer touches the soul through the senses, doesn’t it? The Victorian nature writer Richard
Jeffries describes a saunter which, for him, became spiritually immersive: ‘the grasshoppers
called and leaped, the greenfinches sang, the blackbirds happily fluted, all the air hummed
with life. | was plunged deep in existence,” he writes, ‘and with all that existence | prayed.”

How wonderful! At a time when we still can’t quite get into church, he reminds me that
Creation offers a uniquely worshipful space with all God’s creatures, of which, and with
which, we’re one.

It takes courage to permit one’s self to be at ease; though the psalmist urges us too: ‘Be still
and know that | am God.” Not that rest for the soul means everlasting idleness of course. |
led a retreat for St Paul’s a couple of years ago, and we spent time in Green Park, one of
London’s most verdant spaces. | encouraged us, in the spirit of Psalm 23, to lie down in its
green pastures, to ‘be’. In our group was an exhausted psychotherapist who’d been working
with children in war-torn areas.... he reported that for him, these few minutes of taking rest
in God’s creation are what energised him most fully for the work that lay ahead. We are
restored no doubt, for good reason.

Try one of these, this week:

e Take a few steps on grass with bare feet. Savour the sensation. Find restoration in the
physical touch which reaches to the soul.

e Spend a few minutes contemplating one specific part of nature — a blade of grass, a
stretch of water, a flower.... Let nature teach you stillness.

e Lie down if you can on the grass. Give yourself permission to be at ease for a few
minutes every day.

e Take your Bible outside and read Psalm 23. Meditate on what it means for your soul to
be restored.

Jane has now taken over editing the Newsletter and would be grateful for contributions.



ANGLICAN CHAPLAINCY OF
ALL SAINTS MARSEILLE WITH AIX EN PROVENCE AND THE LUBERON

NEWSLETTER 9™ JULY 2020

Coming out of Lockdown

Our Chaplain, Jamie Johnston, read this recently about the Lord’s Prayer, in the context of
the apprehension people may be feeling as they start to come out of lockdown:

“We can easily feel at the mercy of events, constantly anxious and tending to blame others
for difficulties we find ourselves in.

The simplest way to restore equilibrium in the day is to say the Lord’s Prayer. The three
central petitions are about the present, past and future. ‘Give us’ is a request that we have
enough for today; we may want answers and certainties, but if we have wise friends,
abiding companions and humble faith, we can face adversity with courage.

‘Forgive us’ is an entreaty to let go of the past — especially the wrongs done to us —so we
can truly live in the present.

‘Deliver us’ is an appeal to God to spare us situations and temptations that will be too much
for us; again it’s a request that we can bring all our energies to the present and not lose
them on anxiety about the future.”

Worship in church at Oppéde

Good news — we have been given permission by the local Roman Catholic priest to use the
church in Oppéde for our monthly worship. From this Sunday, the 14t July, we will once
again be meeting for worship at 10.30a.m., at the Eglise Sacré-Coeur in Oppéde. Revd John
Smith will be presiding.

Diocesan Service

The Diocese of Europe has taken to having diocesan wide services using Zoom “like a duck
to water” and on 7t July held another, on the theme of a ‘Service to Mark our Pilgrimage
through Lockdown”. It can be viewed on the link:

https:/www.youtube.com/channel/UCGJCIP-qZ1YGN_4CUhlqi4g/videos

It's a great opportunity to see people like our Bishops David and Robert and to feel a part of
our geographically vast diocese.

Speaking of Technology

We are continuing to hold services live via Zoom for all those who are, for whatever reason,
not able to get to a physical church building. On Sundays we have the Eucharist at 11.30 am
CET, and on Wednesday evenings we have Compline at 10.00 pm CET. Please join us online



and enjoy these services. As one cartoonist had it during the “confinement” “God is making
house calls” - and still is!

We are now feeling a little under equipped, however, and are actively looking for donations
for a decent laptop and a camera, to enable us to provide a better quality service. Anyone
feeling they can donate towards this please contact Jamie or Jane who will be delighted to
help.

170 YEARS OF TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS...BUT WE'RE STILL HERE!

Amanda Haste writes:

It was 170 years ago this month that our new Anglican chaplaincy held its first service, and
as we can’t exactly celebrate this anniversary together as we had hoped, we thought you
might like a glimpse of the various ways in which the chaplaincy has been challenged in the
past...and survived.

Part 1 - Our chaplaincy: The debut

The early nineteenth century was a time of growing affluence and trade between the British
and French empires, and the port of Marseille was a major hub for the trade routes
between Britain, France, and their respective colonies. Inevitably, this led to a demand for
an Anglican/Episcopalian presence, and by the 1840s “The English Church Service” was
sometimes performed on Sundays at the French Protestant Church in the Rue Grignan.
However, there was no resident Anglican clergyman, and being restricted to an afternoon
service was problematic for many. So a group of prominent British businessmen, with the
support and guidance of the British Consul, established a “British Episcopal Church
Establishment” as a consular chaplaincy. A chaplain was soon appointed, and the first
service was held in a spacious rented upper room at 100 Rue Sylvabelle.

100 rue Sylvabelle, home of the ‘English Church’ in Marseille from 1849 to 1902

This temporary ‘chapel’ was fitted out with benches, lectern, pulpit, and a seraphine (a type
of harmonium), and services were held twice on Sundays, afternoon and evening. Or at least
they were until the summer months, when the afternoon service was suspended during June,
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July, August and September on account of the heat. The services were attended by three main
groups: the British Colony of long-term residents who lived and worked in Marseille; British
and American sailors and their families; and those British and American travellers ‘resorting
to’ Marseilles, including soldiers, civil servants and missionaries passing through the port en
route to far-flung outposts of the Empire.

The first consular chaplain, who conducted our first ever service in June 1850, was the Revd.
Michael John Mayers. He was actually born into a Jewish family in Great Yarmouth and
subsequently converted to the Christian faith; he was probably the ‘Yarmouth Rabbi' whose
baptism in Berlin (in about 1824) was much advertised in the press at the time. (According to
Cecil Roth’s account in The Rise of Provincial Jewry (1950) Mayers was “a memorable
character,” having published in 1824 a “500-page work, The History of the Jews, from their
Origin to their Ultimate Dispersion — the first work of this nature written by an English Jew —
which displays a warm Jewish feeling,” and another of his works “is clearly the work of one
who had embraced Christianity”.) Having entered the Anglican Church, the Revd. Mayers
became colonial chaplain in Tasmania in 1831, then consular chaplain in Marseille in 1850. As
well as conducting services and ministering to his flock, Mayers worked hard to minister to
seamen putting into port, and he quickly founded the Seamen’s Club in La Joliette. However,
while Mayers served the chaplaincy for fifteen years, and clearly did much good work in
Marseille, it seems he departed under something of a cloud. On 16 July 1863 the trustees sent
Mayers a letter asking him for information on the following points:

1) Has any money ever been collected for the purpose of building a church at Marseilles?
2) If so, what is the amount, and where is the list of contributors?
3) Where is the money lodged, and in whose name?

Mayers promptly resigned. Frustratingly, there is no reply on file — just his letter of resignation
—and the matter is not mentioned in the trustees’ annual reports. We can only assume that
no case was ever answered, as Mayers subsequently held benefices in different parts of
England; he died at Winchester in 1881. So it may have been the tensions that had clearly
arisen between the chaplain and trustees that led him to leave Marseille.

Over the next 21 years (1864-1885) the chaplaincy was served by no fewer than eight
chaplains — conditions were hard, and the post was not well paid (especially for those young
clergymen with wives and children) — but the chaplaincy flourished and the seamen’s mission
proved to be essential work.

Next time we’ll look at the conditions in Marseille in the nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries, which offer a useful perspective on the current pandemic.

Thanks to Amanda for her research and writing on this.



Dates for Diary
12 July 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion at All Saints Marseille

10.30 a.m. Holy Communion at Eglise Sacré-Coeur at Oppéde
11.30 a.m. Holy Communion via Zoom

15%™ July at 10.00 p.m. Compline via Zoom

19t July at 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion at All Saints Marseille

22" July at 10.00 p.m. Compline via Zoom

Brexit

A note for expats — if you need to apply for residence in France, the portal which was due to
open for applications on 1%t July will now be opening on 1%t October. For full details of this,
what to do about driving licences and health cover, please log onto the British Government
website GOV.UK (Living in France).

Prayer

Un sourire ne coute rien et apporte beaucoup. Il enrichit celui qui le regoit sans appauvrir
celui qui le donne.

Il ne dure qu’un instant mais son souvenir est parfois immortel.

Et pourtant il ne peut ni s’acheter, ni se préter, ni se voler, car il n’a de valeur qu’a partir du
moment ou il se donne.

Et si on vous refuse le sourire que vous méritez, soyez généreux, donnez-lui le votre — pour
I'amour de Dieu.

Jane Quarmby
Chaplaincy Warden
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Church services

We are continuing to hold services in the churches both in Marseille and Oppéde, and also providing
a twice weekly “Zoom” service for those who find it difficult to get to either of the churches. Details
are at the end of the newsletter.

New Archbishop of York

On 9% July, Stephen Cottrell, formerly Bishop of Chelmsford, became the 98™ Archbishop of York and
two days later spoke to the Synod of his experience of recent months of lockdown. He said:

“the church must learn afresh how to share the gospel.

“I hugely miss our church buildings and our liturgy, just as | also miss going to the cinema and eating
in restaurants, or just having a coffee; and | grieve for the fact that | was not able to say goodbye to
the diocese of Chelmsford in the ways | wanted, nor am | able to hug my new grandson without
donning a mask, and | cry out for the pain of all those socially distanced funerals, the thousands of
people who have died alone, the baptisms, weddings and ordinations that have had to be postponed,;
the economic misery which is around the corner and the devastating impact of this pandemic upon
the whole life of our world.

“But neither can | deny, that it has forced me to encounter things about myself which | had allowed
to remain hidden behind the security of the things | have had to relinquish.”

He spoke about a group he is leading to discern a vision and strategy for the church for the next
decade. The vision, he said, is the easy part: “It is unchanging, it is what God has done for us in Jesus
Christ and continues to do through the power of the Spirit. At the moment | am engaged in a very
wide-ranging discussion with people from all over the church but with a particular determination to
draw in and listen to the voices of younger Christians and those whose voices are not usually so easily
heard in church.”

He concluded his opening address to Synod with these words; “So, dear General Synod, as we enter
some turbulent times and some challenging decisions, we are just going to have to learn again how to
love one another, love the world and love God, so that both individually and collectively we can be
the place where God is revealed.

“‘We've not always been very good at this.
“We have allowed ourselves to become tribal and divided.
“We have allowed secondary things to obscure our belonging to one another.

“The Holy Spirit reveals Christ in us; and through us may we learn afresh how to share the gospel in
the world.”

Masks

France has now made it compulsory to wear masks in enclosed public spaces.



170%™ Anniversary of our Chaplaincy

Part 2 - Plague and pestilence: This is not our first epidemic!

Conditions in Marseille in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries were far from healthy: as well
as the risk of mosquito-borne diseases such as malaria, poor sanitation led to regular cholera
epidemics. Infected rats were responsible for continuing sporadic minor epidemics of bubonic plague,
notably in 1903 and 1930; these were rarely notified as ‘plague’ as such, but the authorities were quick
to carry out sanitising measures which were clearly out of proportion for anything other than a deadly
disease such as bubonic plague.

Most deaths occurred around the port areas, where infected rats had easy access and the poor local
residents lived in appallingly inadequate housing. The main concern was the spread of disease,
especially to the bourgeoisie: passengers at St Charles train station were fumigated, and the isolation
of suspected or confirmed cases was a common practice.

1884: Passengers at Marseille St Charles Station being fumigated against cholera

The chaplaincy registers clearly show the human cost to the British colony, which can easily be
illustrated through the experiences of Marseille chaplains over the course of only thirteen years. In
1853 the Revd. Michael John Mayers had to bury his own little girl: the heartbreaking entry in the
register reads “Lucy Sophia, aged 8, daughter of the Revd. M. John Mayers, was buried this ninth day
of March 1853, by me, M. John Mayers, British Chaplain”. And in 1864, less than a month after taking
up the Marseille post, the 36-year-old Revd. Joseph Beaumont Hawkins lost his wife. The details were
recorded in the consular registry rather than that of the church, but the chaplain added a
memorandum to the burial register to the effect that “On the 13th February 1864, my beloved wife
was buried, service being taken by Revd. Robert Jarratt, Rector of Bourton.”

In August 1885, having already conducted three burials that month, the Consular Chaplain the Revd.
Avidis Garboushian himself died, at only 35 years old and six months into his tenure. Presumably due
to the sudden lack of an English clergyman, he was not buried until the arrival of his successor, the
Revd. Thomas Charles Skeggs, two months later. And on 29 February 1886, the young Revd. Skeggs
was burying his own father, Charles John Skeggs, a Shanghai-based merchant aged only 56 years.



It's noticeable that throughout the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, outbreaks of cholera,
typhus fever and plague led to those residents who could afford to resort to the “three-word remedy”
— vite, loin, longtemps [go fast, far, and for a long time]. Those who couldn’t relied on masks, kept
their distance from others, and attempted to cleanse themselves and purify the “bad air.” Does any
of this sound familiar? Of course — plus ¢a change. Importantly, although we lost many parishioners,
the chaplaincy continued to grow, and to minister to the very seamen whose ships sometimes brought
tragedy. And our 170-year mission to seamen is the topic of our next instalment.

Our thanks to Amanda Haste for these articles.

Dates for Diary

26 July 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion at All Saints, Marseille
11.30 a.m. Holy Communion via Zoom

29t July 10.00 p.m. Compline (Night Prayer) via Zoom

2" August 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion at All Saints Marseille
11.30 a.m. Holy Communion via Zoom

5t August 10.00 p.m. Compline (Night Prayer) via Zoom

Prayer

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy in this time of uncertainty and distress. Sustain
and support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all who are brought low, that we may rejoice in your
comfort knowing that nothing can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

Articles for the newsletter

If anyone has an item for the newsletter please send to Jane Quarmby on
jane.quarmby0430@gmail.com or to Jamie Johnston our Chaplain on anglican.marseille@gmail.com.
The newsletter comes out every 2 weeks.

Jane Quarmby
Chaplaincy Warden
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Chaplaincy of All Saints Marseille with Aix en Provence and the Luberon

Newsletter August 2020

Church services

We are continuing to hold services every Sunday morning at 10.00 am at All Saints’ Marseille, and every
2nd Sunday of the month at 10.30 am at the church in Oppéde. We have not yet resumed services in Aix
as the majority of Aix attendees are still self-isolating. In addition, our programme of Zoom services
continues to flourish, with a communion service every Sunday morning at 11.30 am and Compline or night
prayer every Wednesday evening at 10.00 pm (French time). Our thanks to everyone making this possible.
We are planning to get wifi installed in All Saints’ church this month which will enable us to broadcast our
services from there in future.

Covid-19

The départements of the Paca region (particularly Bouches-du-Rhone) are now designated red areas
under the Covid precautionary measures — quite what the consequences of this are remain unclear at
present but it is now obligatory to wear masks outside in Marseille, parts of Aix, Nice, Cannes and a
number of other large towns. Our own protocols for personal attendance in church remain unchanged —
wearing masks, using hand sanitizer, signing the register, cleaning your space after use etc. We are
monitoring the position as cases in France of infection are continuing to rise and it may be necessary once
more to review worship in church buildings.

Chaplaincy Council meeting

Our next chaplaincy council meeting is to be held on the 12™ September via Zoom. Further details to
follow for members.

Chaplaincy AGM

Due to the confinement we were unable to hold our AGM in the spring and it has been rescheduled to
4™ October at 11.15 am at All Saints’ Marseille. Any outstanding reports for inclusion in the annual report
to Jane Quarmby, please, before 13" September. There are a few changes which those standing for the
council need to address — as below.

Christine Portman, our Safeguarding Officer, writes:

The AGM'’s around the corner! Will you offer to stand for the next
Chaplaincy Council?

A healthy, functioning chaplaincy needs a lively council with members who represent all our
congregations. True, church members need to be kept fully informed of what’s going on, but more than
that, everyone needs to be able, through their representatives, to bring ideas or concerns to the council’s
attention. If you feel able to offer yourself for this service, please don’t hesitate to contact either Jamie
or Jane and let them know that you would like your name to go forward at the AGM.
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https://casier-judiciaire.justice.gouv.fr/mai-web-b3-presentation/pages/accueil.xhtml?cid=1
https://casier-judiciaire.justice.gouv.fr/pages/accueil.xhtml
https://europe.anglican.org/downloads/safeguarding/2019/confidential-delaration-form-cdf.pdf
https://europe.anglican.org/downloads/safeguarding/2019/confidential-delaration-form-cdf.pdf
https://europe.anglican.org/downloads/safeguarding/2019/confidential-renewal-form-crf.pdf
https://europe.anglican.org/safeguarding/online-training
mailto:safeguarding.anglican.marseille@gmail.com
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2019-05/PromotingSaferChurchWeb.pdf

