ANGLICAN CHAPLAINCY OF ALL SAINTS’ MARSEILLE
WITH AIX-EN-PROVENCE AND THE LUBERON
Reflection — Epiphany Sunday — 3" January 2021

Jane Quarmby, Reader

Anyone who has seen a child’s nativity play will have seen three youngsters dressed
in velvet robes run up by their mothers, with false beards and shiny crowns, arrive
to see the baby Jesus. They will have boxes supposedly containing expensive
presents of gold, incense and myrrh. In a big production they might even be towing
a camel behind them. Tradition has it that they were called Gaspar, who was the
king of Sheba and brought frankincense a symbol of worship; Melchior, the King of
Arabia who brought gold for a king, and Balthazar, the King of Tarse and Egypt who
brought myrrh —a more gloomy present signifying death and embalming. Gaspar
wore a green cloak and had no beard, Melchior wore a gold cloak and had a long
white beard, and Balthazar had a black beard and wore a purple cloak. In churches,
the wise men don’t arrive at the crib until twelve days after Christmas Day, giving
them time to make the long journey following their star.

These traditions have crept in over the years —the Bible accounts just say wise men
came from the East — no names, no details, certainly no descriptions, other than
that they sought out the new King of the Jews. They were learned, educated men
from abroad who must have studied the old Jewish writings and prophecies and
added two and two together to such an extent that they came to see the fulfilment
of so many predictions. As with so many traditions, the details that crept in over
the years stand for something. Even the beards weren’t just beards —the man with
no beard represents youth, the man with the black beard represents maturity, and
the long white beard wearer represents old age — so all ages of mankind were
represented by these travelers. And of course they also symbolise us, the
foreigners, non-Jews. They were amongst the first people to understand who and
what this child was, and what he would become. The first Gentile believers in fact.

Epiphany and Christmas both feature gifts. Many people nowadays have lost sight
of what the real purpose of Christmas is, in the consumer driven society of many
parts of the world. It’s all about buying and wrapping presents, putting them under



the tree ready for Santa or Papa Noel to distribute to the family on Christmas Day,
and getting together with friends and family for a feast of food and drink and that
lovely old word — carousing! As we’ve experienced at a friend’s house on Christmas
Eve, it can plumb the depths of over excited children ripping open every parcel and
then flinging it aside to get onto the next. A far cry from the celebration of the true
gift of Christmas, the gift of God’s only son, born in a stable 2000 years ago.
Sometimes, perhaps, we who think of ourselves as Christians also take this amazing
gift from God in our stride, as if we have accepted the parcel and then put it in the
corner rather than unwrap it. Or we have, like those grandchildren of our friends,
unwrapped it and then left it to go onto something potentially more exciting rather
than really look at it and see how it works.

Some of us aren’t very good at accepting presents. It's like asking for help —
whether it be from other people or from God —it’s so often the case that we plough
on alone until it becomes a crisis and we get into a muddle and we are forced to
ask for help. We are embarrassed by receiving a big expensive present. Or by
receiving a present from someone for whom we have nothing.

Rev Sue Goodwin had some wise words on this in her reflection last Sunday and
made me think twice. She writes “A gift by its very nature is not a reward or
something we deserve. It is an expression of love. (We can ruin this understanding
by treating the gifts that Father Christmas brings as being rewards for good
behaviour.) John, in the opening of his Gospel, points us to the amazing gift that
God gives us in Jesus — the power to become children of God ... if we receive Jesus
and believe in him then we are born again into a new relationship with God, an
intimate relationship of father and child... We cannot earn it, we don’t nor ever will
deserve it. It is freely given out of God’s love for us. All we have to do is receive
it.”

A gift made from love is something very special. How much more a homemade
card or gift means to us than a mass-produced shop bought one. How many of us
treasure things made for us by our children or grandchildren. Imagine then how
much more God treasures us when we come to understand just what it is he has
given us — our adoption by him as his children. As John says, “But to all who
believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to become children of God.”
Children usually resemble their parents — that’s a huge challenge in itself if we are
to resemble God.



For those of us stuck in that difficulty of receiving a gift without giving anything
back — we need to know what it is that our father God would like. What can you
give to the creator of the world? This year, more than many, we have seen just
what he would like, as we gave to charity, raised funds for chickens for Christmas
dinners for poor families who otherwise couldn’t afford one, put together boxes of
toys for children who won’t have a tree and lots of presents underneath it, asked
our families not to buy us presents but to buy a goat for someone in Africa to make
them self-sufficient, sponsored a child in India, the list goes on. We heard over
Christmas of a woman lowering down food parcels to the lorry drivers stuck at
Dover, unable to get home for Christmas. Three young men in England have
sourced and cooked 5000 meals for people all over the country from a pub in
Leicestershire. People have checked up on elderly neighbours and made sure they
had a meal at Christmas. In a village in Leicestershire neighbours turned out at 2
o’clock in the morning to put up sandbag barriers to stop houses at the bottom of
the village getting flooded in Storm Bella.

We are now all one family, God’s family, and as such we should look after one
another. The best present of all for God our father is to look around at this
enormous, diverse family and see it living in harmony, being kind and thoughtful to
one another, making sure our brothers and sisters are cared for, have their share
of the bounty of the earth, enough and more to eat, somewhere safe and warm to
sleep. It’s not down to him to do all that —it’s down to us. With the pandemic still
raging, 2021 will be just as challenging as 2020 has been, and we need to carry on
praying for others and giving practical help wherever we can. Our family doesn’t
just need help at Christmas — it needs help every day. If we make any New Year
resolutions, lets make them about helping others in whatever way we can. Phone
that person living alone, give away our surplus clothes and things to charities, give
our time, money and effort to those who have less than us, speak up against
injustice, consider the needs of others —and let us be judged by our deeds, not our
words.

Amen.



ANGLICAN CHAPLAINCY OF ALL SAINTS’ MARSEILLE
WITH AIX-EN-PROVENCE AND THE LUBERON
Reflection — First Sunday after Epiphany — 10*" January 2021
The Baptism of Jesus

The Revd John Smith

As you will have realised, the gospel readings this year are from the gospel of St.
Mark. | like Mark’s gospel. It is different from the two other comparable gospels,
Matthew and Luke. Mark’s gospel is more dynamic. It moves at pace driven by
words such as straightway and immediately. It is the all- action gospel. We have
the book called the Acts of the Apostles or the Acts of the Holy Spirit as | like to
call it. Mark’s gospel could be called the Acts of Jesus as more than Matthew and
Luke, Mark focuses on what Jesus did rather than His teachings. For example,
Mark has most of the miracles but few of the parables. And Mark is straight into
the action. Mark has no genealogies of Jesus as in Matthew and Luke. He also
omits all reference to Jesus’ birth and childhood. With only a brief introduction,
he plunges immediately into the public ministry of Jesus. This may have been
because Mark was writing at Rome and the Romans glorified action. The Romans
did not ask “Where did He come from?” or “What did He say?” but “What has
He done?” That is the question that Mark answers for them regarding Jesus
climaxing in the death, resurrection and salvation of Jesus, the Son of God.

Our reading this morning starts at verse four of the first chapter of Mark thus
omitting the first verse in which Mark states the purpose of his gospel and
indeed gives the title of the whole book. Mark starts his gospel writing “the
beginning of the gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God”. Note that Mark
says “the Good News about Jesus Christ” rather than “the Good News preached
by Jesus.”

Having said that, two thirds of our reading this morning is about John the Baptist
as we are told the details of even what John wears and eats; details that we are
never told anywhere about Jesus as far as | know. However, it is the baptism of
Jesus that Mark relates simply and quickly that we want to focus on. It is
extraordinarily special to me as we have in one place at the same time the three
persons of the Trinity. In addition to Jesus, we have God who speaks and the
Holy Spirit who appears in the form like a dove, not that the Holy Spirit was a
dove but appeared like a dove which was probably the best simile that Mark
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could think of. This baptism is also extraordinary because it marks the beginning
of the Messianic ministry of Jesus.

Let us look at the reasons why Christ chose to be baptised; and maybe we should
use a verb stronger than chose, because when John questioned whether he,
John, should baptise Jesus, Jesus insisted that he must be baptised. There were
several reasons for this:

e As Jesus was sinless, he did not need the repentance and cleansing from sin
which John’s baptism signified but by his baptism, Jesus completely identified
himself with us and our sin

e The baptism indicated that Jesus was consecrated by God and officially
approved by God as shown in the descent of the Holy Spirit and the words of
approval that God spoke. All of God’s righteous requirements of the Messiah
were met in Jesus

e AtlJesus’ baptism, John publicly announced the arrival of the Messiah that he
had prophesied about and the inception of Christ’s ministry

e A fourth reason was to fulfil and illustrate John’s prophecy that with Christ’s
arrival, from there on, baptism was to be by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit
does not simply alight on Jesus; Jesus is infused with the Holy Spirit,
permeated by the Spirit, instilled, imbued, completely filled with the Spirit
from God.

e His baptism was an example for his followers to enact in their lives

And the impact was immediate. Matthew says the heavens opened but Mark is
more dramatic. He says the heavens were torn apart and God was let loose on
the world. | added the second part. Perhaps that is a forward-looking allusion to
Christ’s death on the cross when the veil of the temple was torn in two but
whether or not that was intended, the entire fabric of creation, the nature of
creation was changed by the baptism of Jesus. And | think that Mark subtly
prepared us for this in the opening words of his gospel when he wrote “the
beginning” which is an echo of the verses of our OT reading “In the beginning
when God created the heavens and the earth”. Christ’s baptism marked the
beginning of the remaking of the heavens and the earth.

From there | want to explore other links between our readings including the
psalm as there is one ever present theme from the beginning of time,
throughout the Old Testament, Christ’s ministry and living today. And that is the
voice of God. There is something extra special about God’s voice because He
makes things happen when He speaks. In our OT reading today God spoke and



it happened. He said let there be light and there was light and following that, let
the dry land appear. And it was so. Let the earth put forth vegetation. And it was
so. Let there be sun and moon. And it was so. God said let the earth and the sea
bring forth living creatures and it was so. There is power in the voice of God, in
the words of God. God’s voice is for more than communication. It brings about
action. Words don’t just describe things. They do things. They make things
happen. They change people. They have the power to do good and as we saw in
Washington DC last week; they have the power to do harm. The pen might be
mightier than the sword but neither is as powerful as the spoken word especially
the spoken of word of God.

Turning to our Psalm we see the power of God’s voice. The voice of the Lord is
over the waters;

breaks the cedars, causes the oaks to whirl, and strips the forest bare. The voice
of the Lord flashes forth flames of fire and shakes the wilderness. All this begins
with Gloria in excelsis and ends with peace to men on earth thus wrapping a nice
Christmas ribbon around the voice of God. It is thought that the Psalmist may
have been inspired to write this psalm after witnessing the power of a thunder
and lightning storm which can be awesome indeed.

So, as we start this new year it is worth each of us asking ourselves whether the
voice of God still has the power of thunder and lightning to us. If not (and for
many this would be an honest assessment), we should come humbly to God and
confess that His voice, His Word, sounds more like the drop of a paper clip than
a thunderbolt — and ask for a fresh filling of the Holy Spirit to make our cold
hearts warm once again, and our dull hearing sharp once more.

| thought a good way to do this on the day that we remember Christ’s baptism
would be to repeat the vows that were made on our behalf when we were
baptised or maybe we said ourselves if we were old enough when we were
baptised as | was. So, if you are able, would you like to stand please?

Minister: We all wander far from God and lose our way. Christ comes to find us
and welcomes us home. In baptism we respond to his call. Therefore, | ask: Do
you turn away from sin? All: | do.

Minister: Do you reject evil? All: | do.

Minister Do you turn to Christ as Saviour? All: | do.

Minister: Do you trust in him as Lord? All: | do.

Minister: Let us affirm our common faith in Jesus Christ. Do you believe and trust
in God the Father,



source of all being and life, the one for whom we exist? All: | believe and trust
in him.

Minister: Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who took our human nature,
died for us and rose again? All: | believe and trust in him.

Minister: Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the
people of God

and makes Christ known in the world? All: | believe and trust in him.

This is the faith of the Church. All: This is our faith. We believe and trust in one
God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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Second Sunday of Epiphany

Reflection
“Come and see,” the man said.

He had taken a seat near me, on the train to the backwater place where | was teaching Maths.
The commute time of over one hour was very valuable reading time. On that day | was
engrossed in my newly acquired copy of Jean Delumeau’s La Peur en Occident and had just
started on the chapter about eschatological fears, that is, the anxiety that the end of the
world is near. My neighbour began a conversation to show his appreciation of my interest in
the Last Judgement and the apocalypse.

He introduced himself as belonging to an Adventist church that was, as he put it, truly
inhabited by the Holy Spirit — his own spontaneous and impassionate preaching was a
testament to this. | was graciously offered a sample of his preaching, on the theme of the
signs of the end of the Age. He was sure that his community was among the righteous at
God’s right hand, who will inherit the kingdom prepared for them. And what about me? At
my still young age (I was in my early 20s), | was wearing no jewellery, no make-up, no nail
varnish, my dress was simple and modest (trousers were not permitted by the communist
department of education and high heels were not the best choice for treading dirt roads).
And | seemed to read the most appropriate kind of stuff. So, there was some hope for me.
Provided that | joined his vibrant church. Provided that | got to know and committed to ‘his’
Jesus Christ, the Jesus Christ he had found.

“Come and see.” He had picked me out to be his Nathanael. ‘Where did you get to know
me?’, | felt an urge to ask him — his perception of me was upsettingly superficial.
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| didn’t refuse his invitation — but | didn’t visit his church either. Out of prejudice — can
anything good come out of an insignificant small town? And also because, for me, his very
assertive and demonstrative faith was, at that time, not very appealing. Or, perhaps, it was
intimidating.

Nathanael is intimidating with his spontaneous outburst: “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You
are the King of Israel!” He has been for one minute with Jesus, and he can already profess
two messianic titles! He seemed to have trodden already the discipleship path to its end. Or
has he? We meet him again at the very end of John’s Gospel, by the Sea of Tiberias, where
Jesus appears to seven of his disciples, after his resurrection. On this occasion, we learn that
Nathanael is from Cana — it is, therefore, quite likely, that he had witnessed the first sign of
Jesus, the changing of water into wine at a wedding in Cana, which you will hear about next
Sunday.

The synoptic gospels, those of Mark, Matthew and Luke, don’t mention Nathanael, whose
name means “God has given”. In the ancient list of the Twelve disciples, which these gospels
provide, we have the name of Bartholomew, preceded very often by Philip. ‘Bartholomew’
is a patronymic, with a clear reference to his father’s name: “bar Talmay” meaning “son of
Talmay”. As there is no narrative of Bartholomew’s calling by Jesus, and he appears to be
among the first disciples, he has been traditionally identified as Nathanael.

There is no information about Nathanael-Bartholomew’s apostolic activity. According to the
fourth-century historian Eusebius, traces of Bartholomew’s presence had been discovered in
India. The Armenian church consider him to be their founder, alongside Jude Thaddeus.
Later tradition of his death by flaying became very popular. His relics were brought to
Western Europe, and, in the 11" century, Canterbury Cathedral was presented with one of
his arms.

It is a rather beautiful acknowledgement for someone who has lived his attachment to Jesus
Christ and has witnessed to him without performing sensational deeds.

Whether Nathanael has actually travelled to India — we cannot know. Jesus had promised
him a journey, one that was much more extraordinary. “You will see greater things [than
being seen by the Messiah under a fig tree]. You will see heaven opened and the angels of
God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”

Nathanael might have thought he was to travel to Bethel, the place where Jacob, son of Isaac,
grandson of Abraham, had had a vision of a ladder reaching into heaven, with angels
ascending and descending. With the coming of Jesus, that place, named ‘God’s house’ was
no longer a place where God opens a gate for humankind to have a glimpse of his glory: Jesus,
as the Son of Man, becomes the fulfilment of Jacob’s vision, the ongoing connection between



heaven and earth, the manifestation of God’s glory among us and the ascending of our
humanity towards the Father.

John’s Gospel makes it clear that this fulfilment happens at the very moment of Christ’s
crucifixion —the disciples’ journey shall conform them to Christ crucified, in a permanent and
renewed conversion to God.

The early Renaissance mystic Catherine of Siena thought of the cross carrying Jesus’ body as
a ladder to heaven, on which she could climb toward God, raising from humility to obedience
to peace.

According to John, Nathanael-Bartholomew was granted an encounter with the resurrected
Christ. And according to Luke, he was a witness to the Ascension. He has perceived God’s
new creation, the grace of God made manifest and available to all.

In the Sistine Chapel, in Rome, Michelangelo has painted Bartholomew at the centre of what
it is, perhaps, the most dramatic representation of the Last Judgement. In his left hand,
Bartholomew holds his flayed skin, hanging between heaven and hell. The face on the skin
is the tragic and anguished self-portrait of the artist. Michelangelo’s face is placed on a line
that passes through Jesus’ pierced side, the crown of thorns and the place on the cross where
the ‘titulus’, the inscription bearing Jesus’ name and the title of ‘King of the Jews’, had been.
At the same time, Bartholomew determinedly turns his face to behold, with new eyes, God.
Christ’s life-giving glance, directed to the disciple, keeps him afloat in the vertiginous cosmic
drama that surrounds him.

In a poem written at about the time when he was working at the Last Judgement,
Michelangelo pleaded:

“[Lord] stretch out thy pitying arms to me, take me
Out of me, make me one that pleases Thee.”

It could have been Nathanael’s prayer after receiving Jesus’s promise. A disciple’s journey
begins with recognising something of Jesus’s identity (in the first chapter of John’s Gospel,
not one disciple articulates Jesus’ identity in the same way: Lamb of God, Rabbi, Messiah,
Son of God, King of Israel ...) — Jesus is always revealing himself to us in new ways. The
disciple’s journey will be transformative, as one needs to be freed of the old ‘skin’ and to
accept to be wrapped up in Christ’s life. Some will shed into charismatic leaders and
passionate preachers. Yet others will be so transformed that their paths model the humble
one that Catherine of Siena wanted to take. Contemplative Nathanael, who had longed for
peace and consolation in the shade of a fig tree, might have walked this way.

John’s Gospel begins with an invitation: “Come and see”. This is the deepest call to the
journey towards being fully and deeply human in Jesus Christ. A call to share in his prophetic,
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priestly and royal mission. A call that more often than not will bring one to feel unsettled,
bewildered, vulnerable, wounded. As each of us has infinite worth for God, he will come to
find us in the darkest places of our lives, when our eyesight begins to grow dim and our hope
to hear his voice falters. He will persistently speak to us, he will faithfully keep his lamp
burning. He will encompass us behind and before and lay his hand upon us.

May we awake to the God of promise and invitation who knows and calls our names, and
longs for us to listen. ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’

Amen.

The Revd Roxana Tenea Teleman



ANGLICAN CHAPLAINCY OF ALL SAINTS’ MARSEILLE
WITH AIX-EN-PROVENCE AND THE LUBERON

Reflection — Third Sunday of Epiphany — 24" January 2021

Christine Portman - Reader

| wonder if during the first lockdown you suddenly found dozens of little videos,
cartoons and jokes popping up on your devices? | certainly did! In WhatsApp
groups and family blogs, people wanted to lift the spirits of friends and relations,
thrust as we were into a strange and unnerving situation. One video was sent to
me several times — so perhaps you’ve seen it too. It opens as a young father reads
a bedtime story to his young son and begins: It was a world of waste and wonder,
of poverty and plenty. Back before we understood why hindsight’s 2020. He goes
on to describe this world - the world we now live in, touching on issues we’re all
too familiar with — the negative impacts of globalization, the growing gap between
rich and poor, climate change and pollution threatening the Earth. But at the end,
rather like those reassuring John Lewis Christmas ads, there’s a happy ending. The
father tells his son that after a great virus infected the world, people had a change
of heart. They began to work for a cleaner and fairer future in which there was just
sharing of Earth’s blessings. The story he tells is called The Great Realisation.

How many times have | read or heard over the past year, “l hope the world doesn’t
simply return to what we had before”? Thanks to David Attenborough and others,
millions of us now understand the consequences of failing to change our human
behaviour — consequences for all life that shares this ‘perfect planet’. People are
anxious for the future, especially the young. We need to change — and
transformation is at the heart of today’s gospel. Under Jesus’ direction,
fundamental change is possible. Jars of water become not simply wine — but the
very best wine ever tasted — wine that is to be tasted now.

Mary, probably part of the host family is deeply embarrassed: the wedding wine is
running out, but Jesus’ first response to his mother seems pretty harsh: Woman,
what concern is that to you and to me? It’s as though he’s marking a break between
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them. Three days after his baptism Jesus now has a new family gathered around
him. His mission is beginning but he knows that as yet, his hour has not yet come.
What follows is a key moment in the gospel. When John writes that this is the first
of the signs performed by Jesus, the Greek word he uses doesn’t only signify first
in order of sequence, it also means key. This first sign or onueiov - sémeion is a
pointer which helps us to unlock the meaning of Jesus’ being. It leads us, like the
first disciples, to put our trust in him.

His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you”. Even before the sign,
Mary has complete faith in her son — but the others need to witness the
transformation in order to believe. Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of
Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him. John’s gospel
reveals the true nature of Jesus Christ in order to bring us to faith. Revealing
himself as the Son of God, Jesus orders the servants to fill six large water jars to the
brim. These jars are the type used for Jewish purification rituals — but they are not
quite full. Jesus wants them to be filled to overflowing. It must have seemed a
bizarre request: what could he be intending?

For a very long time now, in the more affluent and peaceful parts of the world,
many of us have enjoyed a standard of life which seems to be overflowing. The
older ones among us may have personally experienced the horrors of war, but
those of us who have enjoyed a peaceful and prosperous life have perhaps grown
used to thinking of ourselves as the ones in control. Most people have enough to
eat and a roof over their heads; many of us have more than we need. Well-
organised states have provided health care systems and free education. We have
thought our democracies strong and able to protect our freedoms.

Recent events have shaken some of those “certainties”. As people increasingly
choose their personal news sources, clever algorithms top up their feeds with ever
more material that seems to suit their profiles. Conspiracy theories gain ground
and consensus in our societies grows weaker. As the fall-out from the siege of the
US Capitol continues to reverberate across the world, we have seen the powerful
effects of a Big Lie. But maybe the biggest lie under which we have been living is
that we are in control. We are not.

The power that created and sustains our universe is none other than God and Jesus
manifests that power at the wedding. God’s laws rule, and when they are broken,



suffering follows, as day follows night. We inhabit a moral universe. In the chapter
that follows this first sign we’re introduced to Nicodemus, not only a Pharisee
steeped in the scriptures, but a very important man, a member of the ruling council.
He’s heard about Jesus and is troubled, so he visits him secretly, by night.
Acknowledging him as Rabbi, he says: we know that you are a teacher who has
come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not
with him. Jesus senses the unstated question and seems to give an oblique answer:
Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.
Transformation, as shown at Cana, is the key to the kingdom. In Water into Wine,
his book on John’s Gospel, Stephen Verney, explains:

This key sign tells us that what Jesus brings about is transformation. Water is
transformed — but water is the raw material of our human nature. It is this raw
material of human nature that is to be transformed, and this will be done not by
crushing it and abolishing it but by filling it up to the full, and then exposing it to the
transforming power of a new order. In that new order, as part of a new pattern
around a new centre, our destiny will be fulfilled. The self will become the true Self.
Ego-centricity will be transformed into Love.

We are all as Muriel’s email tag reminds On the Journey. Being shown that we must
transform sounds radical. Itis! For some people, like Paul on the road to Damascus,
fundamental change can happen in a flash, but for most of us it’s often more a case
of three steps forward, two steps back as we struggle to leave the selfish self
behind. But as we do, little by little, God fills up the space we make and opens our
eyes to what he wants us to do in this life. The words of a famous hymn can help
our daily prayer:

May the mind of Christ, my Saviour,
Live in me from day to day,

By His love and power controlling
All I do and say.

St Teresa of Avila famously taught: Christ has no body now but yours. No hands, no
feet on earth but yours. Yours are the eyes through which he looks compassion on
this world. Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good. Yours are the hands
through which he blesses all the world. Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, yours
are the eyes, you are his body. Christ has no body now on earth but yours.



The transformation of our world is possible, and it will happen through individuals
like you or me. It is never too late for change. With God all things are possible!

Amen



Chaplaincy of All Saints’ Marseille
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315 January 2021
Presentation of Christ in the Temple
Candlemas

Reflection
The Revd Jamie Johnston

One of the things people are finding most difficult about the continuing pandemic is the sense
of life being on hold. Here in France, we wait to be informed of the new restrictions that will
be introduced in the coming days. ‘Il faut étre patient’ (we must be patient), is the reply |
often receive from a wise friend who has twice recovered from serious illness and knows the
reward of patient waiting.

Patient waiting is the hallmark of Simeon and Anna, whom we meet in the temple this
morning. They were marked out by their willingness to wait on God, in contrast to the hectic
city of Jerusalem around them. Living examples of the notion that ‘the best is yet to come’,
living with a faith that God has in store for them something beautiful but that they won’t
know it until they see it. Perhaps in a time of lockdown there are things we can learn from
these figures, and from the reward to their waiting that is recounted in our Gospel reading.

Into the scene of expectation walks a couple with their six week old child. Possibly a little
awestruck by their vast surroundings, coming as they do from rural Galilee, tired after a long
journey and the sleepless nights of young parenthood, yet also with a sense of fulfiiment in
carrying out the required rituals of their tradition. The tradition was that a firstborn male
child should be brought to the temple to be ‘offered’ to the Lord, though the offering was in
practice ‘redeemed’ by whatever symbolic gift the couple could afford — for the wealthy, a
lamb; for those of modest means, two small birds.
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Simeon and Anna each become aware that this is the moment they have been waiting so
long to see. Out of all the families who have entered the temple to perform this ritual, this
one has brought the promised Messiah. Simeon takes the child in his arms and recognises
him as ‘a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of God’s people Israel’. A moment which
reveals the significance of everything, not just for him but for the whole world. Simeon’s
words are an echo from the prophet Isaiah (49.6), who writes of the figure known as the
‘suffering servant’ with whom Jesus is so often identified: ‘I will give you as a light to the
nations, that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.” The blessing of God through
this child will embrace all humanity.

The temple was the centre of everything in first century Jerusalem — worship, politics and
national life. It was also the place where people understood that God had promised he would
live among them. The prophet Malachi had foretold it, as we heard in our Old Testament
reading: ‘the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple’, ushering in a new age
of justice for the poor and the stranger. Like the Kingdom of Heaven that Jesus went on to
describe. And when Simeon saw the young couple with their child, somehow he knew that
the moment had arrived.

In declaring that the child Jesus was the light of the nations, Simeon’s words gave rise to the
other name for this feast: Candlemas, the day on which traditionally all the church’s candles
for the year were blessed. People also used to bring candles (their only source of light) from
their homes to be blessed, and in the evening they would place them in their windows. The
Christian festival drew partly on pre-Christian practice, when Candlemas was the festival of
light, marking the mid-point of winter. In terms of the church’s year, we are forty days from
Christmas and it is not long before we will begin the forty days of Lent. Soit’s a turning point,
in more ways than one.

Candlemas is a reminder that the rich symbolism of this faith of ours can help us live more
confidently through dark times. A candle flame is a particularly suitable symbol for the Christ-
child presented in the temple. Itis a source of light, but one that is vulnerable. It might easily
be extinguished, but instead it sheds a huge amount of light around it. It gives light, but only
by being consumed. The vocation to be and to carry the light requires a willingness also to
confront darkness. Simeon perceived this too: thirty-three years before Jesus hung on the
Cross, Simeon warns Mary of the pain which is to come, a sword that will pierce her soul.
Jesus’s adult life will embody the very struggle between light and darkness. And here in
church, with the celebration of Christmas still fresh in our minds, in the short liturgy we will
use at the end of our service, the focus of our imagination will move from the crib to the
Cross. What Simeon discerned was that although the climax of the story might involve pain,
it would nonetheless be a source of light to the whole world. We will light candles to remind
ourselves that we must share that light with our world, in our time, and that the world is in
need of it more than ever now.



Christ today still offers himself to be consumed, yet the darkness never overcomes the light.
And we are sent to carry that light with us, however costly it may sometimes be. As we heard
in the Letter to the Hebrews, ‘because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able
to help those who are being tested’. Carrying the light is our vocation.

What is perhaps most striking about this story, and of most help to us as we live through this
time of dislocation and strangeness, is the acknowledgement of life’s contradictions. The
vastness of the surroundings and the intimacy of the moment. Extreme youth meeting
extreme old age. Traditional religious practice encountering radical newness. Promise and
fulfilment. Darkness and light. Sadness and Joy. Simeon intuitively knows that this child’s
holiness will be received by others as a challenge to their authority, and that it will lead to
suffering. Yet at the same time this child’s arrival is fulfilling the world’s greatest hope. Living
that paradox is one of the challenges, and gifts, of our faith.

So there is poignancy as well as joy in the Candlemas story, which is why it is very much a
story for our time. At the end of our service, we will extinguish our candles as we begin to
prepare to journey with Christ in heart and mind through Lent and Holy Week towards the
stark reality of his suffering and death. But as we go from here let us never forget the light.
For the good news of this child’s story, the ultimate source of Simeon and Anna’s joy, is that
suffering and death do not have the last word. The story ends not in death but in
resurrection.

The poet Rabindranath Tagore wrote that ‘Death is not extinguishing the light; it is only
putting out the lamp because the dawn has come.” Writing with similar insight, a
contemporary hymn writer offers us this assurance, and this prayer:

‘For the light is stronger than the darkness
and the day will overcome the night;
though the shadows linger all around us,

let us turn our faces to the light.’

Amen.

Picture: The Presentation in the Temple, Fra Angelico (1395-1455).
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A few years ago Garry and | visited Rome, and one day we booked tickets for the tour of the
Vatican. It was a hot day and we had to queue for quite a while, with various people trying
to sell us scarves and trinkets whilst we waited. Once we followed our guide inside, it was
spectacular, an enormous palace of huge ornate buildings, everything on a massive scale. As
we trotted round in our group, treasure upon treasure was revealed, vista upon vista. We
saw the guards, dressed in their distinctive uniforms, lots of priests and nuns in their dark
medieval dress, and crowds of tourists like ourselves. It seemed to me to be a place for an
emperor, fabulously wealthy and powerful. It was a relief to get out of the heat and indoors
to see the Sistine chapel.

The Sistine chapel, the Pope’s own chapel, is deservedly world famous for its decoration.
Built on the site of a previous chapel, it began construction in 1473 and was decorated by a
number of the most famous artists of the Renaissance, including Michelangelo who painted
the famous ceiling. We looked up like penguins, in danger of toppling over backwards as we
gazed, spellbound, at the paintings all around us. Everywhere | looked, | saw beauty, art,
gold, and wealth beyond imagination. This chapel is where the popes are chosen, where all
the big ceremonies take place, and where the Pope takes the eucharist. History has been
made here.



What, however, | didn’t sense, was prayer. It didn’t feel at all like a chapel or a place of
worship. It didn’t feel like somewhere Jesus would be made welcome — | had to wonder if
he too would have had to pay quite a lot of euros to see it? In many ways the Sistine chapel
made me feel really uncomfortable — was this the church founded on a humble carpenter
from Galilee? All this wealth when so many in the world are hungry, thirsty, homeless? The
people who lived and worked there dressed in expensive and distinctive clothes, so much
ceremony and so businesslike? Where | wondered, was God?

It was these memories that came back to me when | read the Gospel for today from John,
and the helpful explanation from Paul in his letter to the Colossians. John sets the scene for
his readers in no uncertain terms — “In the beginning was the Word. The Word was close
beside God and the Word was God.” He goes on to make the extraordinary claim that God,
the creator of everything, became flesh and lived among us. In the time that he wrote his
gospel, people were of the firm view that God was God and people were people and that was
that. They would have found it a very difficult idea to accept that Jesus was both 100% divine
and also 100% human. People today still find that hard to accept or understand. No one
before or since has seen God, but they did see Jesus, they saw the extraordinary things he
did and said.

We probably need to put this in context. John says that Jesus Christ was the Word — for the
Greeks, the Word (logos) was the rational principle guiding the universe and making life
coherent. For Jewish people, the logos was the Word of God, the expression of his wisdom
and creative power, and was seen as coming from God and having his personality. The Word
was the channel through which everything was created, it brought life and light into the
world.

It is through Jesus Christ that God offers new life and light to the world. Sadly, he wasn’t
recognized as such when he came to live in the world he had created. People didn’t want
the light that he brought, the new way of life that he taught, they were content to stay in the
dark, muddling through in violence, crime, poverty and injustice, illness, and death. Their
lives were short, hard, and lived in darkness. Jesus didn’t make his home here on earth
indefinitely — it was only for a short time. Again, in the Greek, the translation comes as
“pitched his tent or tabernacle”, reflecting the time of Moses when God could be found in
the tabernacle, a transitory building.

Normally | find the writings of Paul a wee bit on the dense side, but not today’s —it’s really
clear in his letter to the young church who are busy drifting away from the central truth and
message about Jesus Christ. Colosse was an important commercial centre on one of the main
Roman roads in the region and a melting pot of ideas, nationalities, and religions. They had
some teachers who didn’t see Jesus Christ as the centre and origin of all religious experience,
and were emphasizing the importance of various rules, observance of the Sabbath and new
moon festivals, and other nif naf and trivia which didn’t come from Christ. They were
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dressing him up in things which didn’t fit and weren’t appropriate. For Paul, it’s clear that
Christis all we need —trying to add to him is pointless and actually takes away from the power
that he gives us to live a new life in the light.

For Paul, Christ is the visible image of the invisible God who existed before anything was
created and is supreme over all creation. He is the head of the church which is his body. He
is the first born — which didn’t mean that he was the oldest son, it meant that he was the
highest in rank and priority in time. “God in all his fullness was pleased to live in Christ.”
Paul had totally accepted what John says in the opening paragraphs of his Gospel. Jesus
Christ is the Word of God, the one through whom all things were created, the divine and the
human all rolled into one, the light of the world come again to renew a broken world and
give us all new life.

He goes on in his letter to warn about listening to people with “empty philosophies and high
sounding nonsense that comes from human thinking,.... And not accepting condemnation for
not celebrating holy days or new moon ceremonies or Sabbaths, ...... (the dangers of ) pious
self-denial or the worship of angels.”

Then as now people were being taken in by all manner of new “ologies”, searching for
answers in new religions or ways of living that would bring them everything they wanted in
life. I have a friend who has tried everything from vegetarianism to meditation, searching for
answers to life’s problems. When all along the answer was there — the humble carpenter
who was also the creator of all things, who came to renew our world and us, who came to
bring us light and life. She never tried the church — | wonder why?

Did she discover, like | did in Rome, an ornate and beautiful building, but with no-one there
to help her in her search for peace? Are people today helped to find Jesus Christ by
Christians, by churchgoers, or are they so mesmerized by the trappings of worship that they
never see past the ceremonial, the odd clothes that priests wear, the rites that are followed,
the calendar of worship, the churches and cathedrals, the wealth of the church, the rules that
over the centuries have been put in place by men? The arguments over how many angels
can fit on the head of a pin when hundreds of thousands are dying every day from disease,
war and neglect.

Perhaps this terrible pandemic is a chance to get back to basics for many. More and more
people are joining us in worship, on the ground and via zoom, and searching for answers in
some cases, comfort and reassurance in others. As we think about our mission and vison for
the future for our chaplaincy, about why we exist, what we are for, we could do worse than
focus on the words of John and Paul, and put Jesus Christ at the centre of all that we do.
Amen.

Jane Quarmby, Reader
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Reflection —Sunday next before Lent — 14" February 2021

The Revd Roxana Tenea Teleman, Curate

High mountains exert a special fascination on many people, and | am one of them.

Some of us approach a mountain with a combination of exultation, fear and joy.
Some keep a respectful distance, and, with a sense of awe, try to capture the
mountain’s drama, as Paul Cézanne did in over 80 oil paintings and watercolours of
the Montagne Sainte Victoire.

Others undertake the ascent, wishing to see ‘what so great an elevation has to
offer’, in the words of the ‘father’ of alpinism, the Italian poet and scholar Petrarch,
who climbed Mount Ventoux, the Beast of Provence, in 1336.

My own achievements are rather modest. | lack artistic skills, so | make do with
taking hundreds of photos of my favourite peaks. | sometimes lack surefootedness,
so | settle for hikes on moderately steep trails, with a preference for uphill paths.

| can well imagine Petrarch’s feelings as he sat atop Mont Ventoux with the whole
world unfurled below. One could see the hills of the province of Lyon to the right,
and, to the left, the sea near Marseille (there was not much pollution in those days).
Rather than go to the valley immediately, he opened the copy of St Augustine’s
Confessions he had brought with him and read: “Men go to admire the high
mountains [...] yet pass over the mystery of themselves.” Petrarch was about to
discover for himself that the mountain can be not only the site of outward ascent,
but also of deep transformation.

| can well imagine the feelings of Peter, James and John, once they had reached the
top of the high mountain where they had been led by Jesus. For the three
fishermen, it must have been quite a strenuous exercise, but, on the mountain,
they were liberated from the burden of daily life, and could, with delight, embrace
the expanse of the creation and its beauty.



The best was yet to come : dazzling clothes, Elijah and Moses - no less - in
conversation with Jesus, a voice coming from a cloud, and a Transfiguration!

A Transfiguration? What does it mean? The event does not seem to belong to the
central core of the Gospel. The apostles’ proclamation of salvation through Jesus
Christ does not refer to it. Nor do we, when we declare our faith. And today, on
Racial Justice Sunday, some will say that Mark, like so many other Biblical authors,
with this story celebrates whiteness by connecting it with holiness - although
whiteness, for many, is a construct of privilege and oppression.

The Transfiguration often seemed too mysterious to Western rational minds. There
was only a very slow recognition that the Transfiguration provides “a gateway to
the saving events of the gospel and allows us to see the mystery of Christ in its
unity”, in the words of Archbishop of Canterbury Michael Ramsey.

On the other hand, the commemoration of the Transfiguration has long been an
essential part of the Eastern tradition, where in the liturgical calendar it is seen to
be equal to Christmas, Epiphany, Ascension and Pentecost. Allow me, therefore, to
do justice to the Transfiguration with the words of some Eastern thinkers.

We have not heard, so far, what the context of the ascent on the mountain is. Jesus
is on his final journey up to Jerusalem. Immediately before this passage something
akin to a ‘Christological discussion’ takes place: in turn, the crowds, the disciples
and Jesus himself answer his question ‘Who do you say that | am?’ John the Baptist,
Elijah, one of the prophets ... offer the crowd. ‘You are the Messiah’, says Peter. His
confession prompts Jesus to talk about the suffering, the rejection and the death
of the Son of Man. Peter is outraged, but Christ rebukes him and stresses that not
only he, but all those who wish to be his disciples are called to take up their cross
and follow him. Follow him in his suffering? It is, | imagine, with a heavy heart that
Peter, James and John start climbing the mountain. But once they have reached the
mountain top, the fallen world has been left behind. Here it is easier to engage in
prayer and to unite the restless mind with God. Here they can open themselves to
receive “the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”,
as it says in our Epistle. God reveals something of His Son’s divinity to them, “as
much and insofar as they were able to apprehend it” (John Chrysostomos).

The suffering has been left behind, the divine glory illumines them. “It is good for
us to be here. Let us dwell on the mountain top.” How difficult it is for us to
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reconcile the mystery of evil with our faith in the God of love to whom Jesus leads
us. Don’t we all want to escape suffering?

Approaching the paradox of suffering and evil, the 19" century Russian writer
Dostoevsky claimed that beauty will save the world. Is this sheer escapism? Or
perhaps an intuition?

Let me offer you another hint, from one of the hymns at Vespers for the Orthodox
feast of Transfiguration:

Transfigured today upon the mountain before the disciples,
In His own person He showed them human nature
Arrayed in the original beauty of the image.

We have here the very definition of the Transfiguration in the Eastern tradition: it
is the supreme occasion on which the divine Beauty has been revealed to
humankind. The divine light that radiated from Jesus revealed him to the disciples
as fully human, and, at the same time, as “Light from Light, true God from true God,
[...] of one being with the Father”, in the words of the Creed. Peter did not need to
build a dwelling: the one and only tabernacle containing the glory of God was in
front of him.

If you think that all this is too mystical to make sense for 21°* century pragmatic
people, let me tell you that | am thrilled by the language employed by the 14t
century archbishop of Thessalonica, Gregory Palamas: he maintained that the light
of the Transfiguration was uncreated and divine, identical to the uncreated
energies of God. We know today that light is energy. We also know that what we
call material “white” light contains all colours. Going back to Palamas, we can say
that the uncreated light holds together, as well as bears, all diversity. Natural light,
with its manifold colours, is essential for our wellbeing. Likewise, human diversity
and all diversity originating in God’s love and grace is not only good, but also
essential for the wellbeing of our world.

The Transfiguration is not simply the revelation of what Jesus Christ is, but also of
what we are. It reveals the glory of being human and the goodness of human
diversity. In Christ transfigured on the mountain, we see our human nature united
with God, filled with divine energies, yet still remaining totally human.



The beauty that saves the world is this uncreated beauty that shines forth on the
mountain; but this uncreated beauty is equally manifested in the sacrifice of the
Cross. “The paradox of suffering and evil” says the Russian philosopher Nikolai
Berdyaev, “is resolved in the experience of compassion and love”. First and
foremost, this is true of the incarnate God. He is unconditionally committed to be
with us in the midst of the anguish and despair of the world. The Transfiguration
leads to the Cross, and the Cross leads to the Resurrection: this is where our hope
lies.

Let us, therefore, go up the high mountain to understand the mystery of ourselves
in the light of God. We will have to go down to the valley as transfigured disciples.
We will have to reform ourselves into a transfigured community that radiates the
grace we have received, that shares in the suffering, loneliness and discouragement
of those around us, that fights poverty, discrimination, injustice.

The world can be transfigured, but this cannot happen without us carrying the
cross. Let us ask God to help bear this cross, and to give us strength to hear his
voice, in the hope that, in the world to come, we will see him as he is, eternal beauty
that transfigures the world.

Amen.



ANGLICAN CHAPLAINCY OF ALL SAINTS’ MARSEILLE
WITH AIX-EN-PROVENCE AND THE LUBERON
Reflection — First Sunday of Lent — 21° February 2021
The Revd John Smith

When | saw the gospel reading set for today, | had a sense of déja vu all over
again. Wasn’t it the second Sunday of Advent when we read Mark’s account of
John crying in the wilderness? On the following Sunday, the third Sunday of
Advent, we had John’s account of the voice crying in the wilderness. Last month
we met John again in the wilderness and the last two verses of that gospel
reading are part of our gospel today. John was baptizing in the wilderness but
our gospel today quickly moves on to another wilderness setting where Jesus
goes to prepare for his ministry to us.

After putting all this together | said ‘so God, | get it, you want me to talk about
the wilderness’ and He said ‘yes and | want you to compare it to lockdown’. |
said | would give it a go: here it is.

This talk will be different to the talks that | usually give which have a challenging
aspect to them; challenging us on our discipleship, our service to others or our
evangelisation of others; my favourite topics. But today | want to look at what
strength and comfort we can get from what God teaches us through the
wilderness experiences in the Bible. A strength and comfort that not only helps
us to survive the rest of the pandemic but help us to grow, flourish and prosper
in the knowledge of a God who actively loves and cares for us often without us
knowing it. This is not a bible study but there are lots of biblical references and
| make no apologies for this, for it was not only Jesus who quoted the bible when
he was in the wilderness but the devil did too.

When we think about the wilderness, some of us think of desert conditions: a
dry and barren area where little precipitation occurs and conditions are hostile
for plant, animal and human life. We think of places of isolation and desolation.
Others may think of wilderness as natural environments on earth that have not
been changed by human activity. Not being inhabited they are at least places of
solitude.



In the Bible the wilderness is the location for various settings. It is the setting for
a time of danger — Hagar, the servant of Sarah, Abraham’s wife, first alone
(Genesis 16:7) then with her son Ishmael (Genesis 21:14); a setting for a time of
waiting — Moses tended his father-in-law’s sheep in the desert (Exodus 3:1).
Most notably the wilderness is the setting for a time of wandering — the children
of Israel in the desert for forty years on a journey that could have taken less than
a month had they gone directly. The wilderness also is a setting for a time of
hiding and hopelessness — Elijah (1 Kings 19:4); a time of witnessing — John the
Baptist; and a time of testing and trial — Jesus (Mark 1:13).

And here is the comparison and the question. Have you felt the lockdown to be
a time of danger, a time of waiting, a time of wandering, a time of hiding and
hopelessness, a time of testing and trial; one, some, all or none of these things?
Whatever your experience, | have some wonderful news for you and that is that
God was present in every wilderness situation that | have mentioned. He
showed up. God did not abandon the people who had these experiences. They
were not left to fend for themselves. God was very active for and on their behalf.

In the first example God sent an angel to tell the bewildered Hagar what she
should do. God also made an amazing promise to her that her descendants
would be too numerous to count (Genesis 16:10). On the second occasion, when
Hagar and her son were dying of thirst in the desert, God opened Hagar’s eyes
and she saw a well of water (Genesis 21:19) but God did not stop there: he
continued to be with the boy Ishmael as he grew up (Genesis 21:20).

Moses’ wilderness experience looking after his father in law’s sheep was not
only a time of waiting but it led to an encounter with God and divine revelation.
God introduced Himself to Moses, told Moses His name, ‘l am who | am’, and
told Moses what his mission would be.

Turning to the longest wilderness experience recorded in the Bible, the exodus
of the children of Israel was as much about coming into a relationship with God
as it was about leaving the bondage of Egypt. The people set out at the beginning
of the forty years as a very rebellious people manufacturing their own god-idol
whilst Moses was up Mount Sinai receiving the ten commandments. They
complained about everything: about Moses’ leadership, their hardships, their
lack of food (the shelves were empty), and the lack of water. If they had had on-
line delivery, they would probably have complained about their inability to get
a delivery slot. But by the time they came into the promised land forty years



later they were more willing to follow God and keep his laws. At least they said
they were (Joshua 24). We can learn much from this wilderness experience.

God is always present. God told Moses that He was to dwell in the midst of His
people but His desire was to manifest His presence to the children of Israel in a
uniqgue way: the cloud to guide them by day and the pillar of fire to guide them
by night. These signs reminded the people that God was in their midst. In the
same way God has sent us His Living Word and His Holy Spirit to guide us by day
and by night. And even when we turn away from Him, He is still watching over
us as He did with the rebellious children of Israel.

God doesn’t always take us on what we would consider the most direct route
and for our own good too. At the beginning of the Israelites’ journey, God led
them around danger. The direct route would have taken the Israelites past the
Egyptian fortresses and with the Pharaoh’s chariots coming behind they would
have been trapped. Even if our journey has a few unexpected bends in the road,
we should realize that this is just where we need to be. When God is our guide
we can forget about the destination and concentrate on today’s miles. The
course He plots will grow us in His image. We just have to trust Him.

God knows what we can handle and what we can’t as He did with the Israelites.
He knew that, at the first sign of trouble, His chosen people would have wanted
to go back to what they knew in Egypt. They said as much at the Red Sea (Exodus
14: 11-12). God knows what our futures will hold. He knows what will be easy
and what won’t be. Isn’t it comforting to know God knows what lies ahead and
can lead us around, over or through the obstacles and challenges of life if we let
Him?

God meets our needs miraculously and in abundance. When Hagar needed
water in the desert, God provided a well. When the children of Israel needed
water, God provided it and from a rock too (Exodus 17:6). If the water they found
was undrinkable God cured it (Exodus 16:25). When the Israelites were hungry,
God provided them quail to eat in the evening and manna to eat in the morning
(Exodus 16:13-14). Just as miraculously, during the forty years of their sojourn
their clothes and their sandals did not wear out (Deuteronomy 29:5).

God shows us how and provides the means for us to have a relationship with
Him. In the desert God provided the Israelites with the ‘old covenant’, laws and
provisions that would allow them to live as His chosen people and God to have
fellowship with them and live among them. God continually provides us with a



solid structure for a relationship with Him. Jesus, through His death and
resurrection, initiated the new covenant prophesied by Jeremiah (31:31) and to
ignore or forget that is to forfeit the opportunity to have that relationship.

Lent is an excellent time for us to do some reflection and | hope you all have
signed up for the Lent course we are starting on Tuesday evening and repeating
on Thursday morning. This year we are reflecting on the pandemic and its
consequences. The verse that has sustained me through the pandemic is from
Isaiah: ‘For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert’
We have seen that the desert can be a place of isolation, a place of danger, of
waiting, of hiding and hopelessness, a place where we may be tempted to return
to our former places and ways even though we know that that is not possible.
We have also seen that the desert is a place where idols can be smashed and we
can discover the true God; a place that we can discover that what we thought
were certainties aren’t certainties after all. Above all, we have learnt that God is
always present with us and that He cares and provides for us if we will only trust
Him completely.

Amen.



ANGLICAN CHAPLAINCY OF ALL SAINTS’ MARSEILLE
WITH AIX-EN-PROVENCE AND THE LUBERON
Reflection — Second Sunday of Lent — 28" February 2021

Canon David Pickering

This morning’s Gospel presents us with some very stern sayings of Jesus. Here
are just two. Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo
great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes,
and be killed, and after three days rise again. Then to Peter, Get behind me
Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.

So here we are today, the Second Sunday of Lent. How are we getting on with
the Church’s principal penitential season? Our chaplaincy Lenten activities, with
its personal testimonies and weekly study sessions are no doubt a great help
and encouragement to some of us. Comments over this past week show how
many valued John’s taking us through the wilderness last Sunday.

Lent can be a very barren place at times, especially when it comes to the things
we have tried to give up as part of our seasonal fasting. | once asked a rather
cynical clerical friend what he had given up for Lent. He said he had failed every
year in his denials, so much so, that he had decided to “Give up Lent” and try to
do something ‘more positive’.

One year, as a young ordinand, about this time in Lent | was with my Spiritual
Director, Fr. Ralph Martin SSM. He naturally wanted to know how my Lent was
progressing. | had to be honest and admit that | felt it was becoming a total
failure. 1 was way behind in my Lent Book. Worse still, | couldn’t cope with my
abstinences. Tea without sugar was a nightmare! Such small pleasures can so
easily start to seem necessities. He suggested two things: Lent needs to have a
firm foundation and consistency, and should always have its eye on Easter.

He suggested that the collect for Ash Wednesday one such firm foundation:
Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing that you have made and
forgive the sins of all those who are penitent: create and make in us new and
contrite hearts...........



For consistency, as was suggested by Cranmer in the Book of Common Prayer,
he advised me to use it in my daily prayer for Lent. Sadly, Common Worship
relegates it to Post Communion use but if you would like to use it yourselves,
I’'ve attached the full text at the end of this reflection.

Jesus’s words in this morning’s gospel also encourage us to have our eyes on
Easter. We cannot know with any certainty that Jesus knew precisely what was
going to happen to him. The gospels often read as they are: written in the
hindsight of the actual events. But Mark repeats three times in identical words
Jesus’s predictions of his fate. Matthew and Luke also record triple predictions
in one form or another and this would seem to testify that Jesus clearly warned
his disciples that he would undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the
elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed. Yet this would not be
the end: God would bring him gloriously and victoriously through all these
challenges, even his death: After three days, he will rise again.

In these words Jesus looks forward to a transformed world, not just for himself,
but for the whole of humanity. Through his life, death and resurrection, he will
bring a new world to the human race, a new humanity, transformed and
elevated by the resurrection grace of God. This will be a world in which he
promises both cross and resurrection. There can be no resurrection without the
cross, no Easter without Lent.

Although he would give up his own life in the end, the idea of Jesus’s suffering
and death is one that Peter is unable to take on board at this point. We’re not
told the words that Peter uses, only that Peter took him aside and began to
rebuke him. The original Greek here carries a strong sense of rejection. It's the
same word used when Jesus confronts evil spirits, the winds and unruly disciples.
Peter’s rebuke shows an utter rejection of what Jesus knows will happen, hence
his response, Get behind me Satan! This may seem unduly harsh, but, as the
next words show, he is not demonising Peter. Rather the point is that Peter is
opposing what Jesus knows has to happen: he is setting (his) mind not on divine
things but on human things. Like many other translations, the original Revised
Standard Version makes this very clear: Get behind me Satan because you are
not on the side of God, but of men.

What Jesus is saying here is that we can choose to live at one of two levels. There
is the basic human, almost animal level, where we only think and live out our
lives for ourselves and our own self-interested ways of thinking. This was how
Peter saw things. He could not accept such terrible things would happen to his



hero. But this was the pre-Resurrection Peter, the frightened Peter who would
go on to deny Jesus three times before the cock crowed - not the man who
would go on to be a powerful witness to his Lord - and give his own life for his
faith.

We now live through our faith in the life death and resurrection of Jesus. By his
continuing presence with us through the Holy Spirit, we can live a very different
life of hope, enhanced and governed by love, joy, peace and all the fruits of the
Spirit. In faith we can live a life in the image of God as declared in the opening
chapter of the Bible. (Genesis 1.16 Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in
our image, according to our likeness.)

This will not always be an easy life, as Jesus shows in the rest of our gospel
reading today. It will entail denial, sacrifice and loss. And it is a life that only
comes through faith as seen in the faith of Abraham in both today’s First and
Second Readings. God calls the great Patriarch into a new covenant relation
where, as a sign, he will no longer be called Abram (high father - of one family)
but Abraham (the father of many - nations). Sarai (mockery) also receives a new
name: Sarah (princess). Through this, Paul, in our New Testament Reading
declares Abraham the father of all faithful people. But for Paul, in the new
covenant, this is now faith in the death and resurrection of Jesus, the Christ.

We might think of Lent as a positive opportunity to renew our baptised faith, so
that when we come to Easter we can truly rise to a new life. Just as a car needs
a regular service, or in French a revision, so for us, Lent is the time to give our
lives a “service”, and even perhaps an MOT, or in French a contréle technique!
Lent offers us the opportunity to check out where we are in our lives, in our
personal values, our relationships with others, both close and far, and with the
wider world and the natural environment. Above all, a time to consider our life
with God.

The Introduction to our Ash Wednesday Eucharist invites us to a holy Lent by
self-examination and repentance. As we hear the Christian testimony of others
in our chaplaincy before Compline on Wednesday evenings, we can perhaps
reflect on and reassess our own faith. In the study group sessions we’re thinking
about Rowan Williams’s reflections on life in the pandemic. We might consider
what this strange time has meant for our own faith, and especially our worship.

We are also called to a time of prayer. How about a daily use of the Collect for
Ash Wednesday below? And what of the call to fasting and self denial? So often



we only give things up with a selfish motive. Perhaps our denial should be for
the benefit of others and the precious world in which we live. In the call to
reading and meditating on God’s holy word, perhaps we might daily reflect for
ourselves on the readings of the previous Sunday. We can all have ideas other
than those presented by our clergy team each week!!

However we continue with our Lenten observance, may we keep our eyes on
Easter when, through the fruits of a rich Lent, we can rise to a new life - a
renewing of our baptismal vows as a sign of our resurrection.

Almighty and everlasting God,

you hate nothing that you have made

and forgive the sins of all those who are penitent:
create and make in us new and contrite hearts
that we, worthily lamenting our sins

and acknowledging our wretchedness,

may receive from you, the God of all mercy,
perfect remission and forgiveness;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen



ANGLICAN CHAPLAINCY OF ALL SAINTS’ MARSEILLE
WITH AIX-EN-PROVENCE AND THE LUBERON
Reflection — Third Sunday of Lent — 7*" March 2021

Jane Quarmby, Reader

Over the past year we have all had to adapt to a strange new world, one stalked by
the spectre of a disease we are struggling to combat, which has made us prisoners
in our own homes. An invisible but deadly little microbe, which has killed more
people in America than in all the 20" century wars it has fought in, has turned our
lives upside down in many ways which we never anticipated. We have all had to
change our outlook, our way of living, our interaction with others, our nonchalant
travelling here, there and everywhere on cheap transport, how we shop —and how
we worship. With the closure of many churches, we have had to adapt to
technology, to worship at home. This has brought some benefits — for example,
our zoom congregation last week was double our usual Sunday congregation and
more and more people are joining us. To our surprise, our acts of worship on a
Sunday and a Wednesday have faithful followings of far more people than ever
made it to our church buildings in Marseille, Aix or Oppede on a normal day.

It has also brought with it, for many, considerable hardship, loss and grief, iliness
and loneliness. But perhaps as a result of that, more and more people are turning
to online worship. It’s in our dark days that we need the support and love of a
family, of the promise of hope and reassurance. Our chaplaincy is now regarded as
a lifeline for those who whilst really needing a proper hug, are nevertheless getting
a virtual hug from the interaction made possible on our screens with people we
know or are getting to know and make friends with. We are “doing” church at
home, and becoming a more close-knit family in the process.

It has not been an easy move to worshipping at home for many of us — we like the
atmosphere of a church, a place where people have prayed, for centuries in some



places. We miss the social side, and the physical communion. For some, travelling
a long way, it used to be a day out once a month.

On the plus side, | have really enjoyed the times when some of us out here in the
boondocks have got together in small groups to share the eucharist and have lunch
together afterwards. Those times were special and | look forward to starting them
again soon — not least for the bonding that goes on over a good lunch and a glass
of wine or two.

Jesus too seems to have enjoyed sharing meals with friends and colleagues too —
and in many cases, those who wouldn’t be welcomed by polite society. So it was
with interest that | saw that he did have an angry streak in him —in today’s Gospel
from John, we read about him losing his temper to all intents and purposes and
cleansing the temple of the money lenders, the traders, the animals, driving them
out. Strong words and strong actions — normally we read of him “driving out”
demons, not inoffensive cattle and sheep. For one man to drive all those people
and animals out must have taken some real passion and anger. He would have
been to the temple many times, but this is the one time we hear about him taking
such grave exception to what went on there. And it’s interesting that John is the
only Gospel writer who puts this account at the beginning of his Gospel —the others
put it at the end, providing a strong hint of why the chief priests wanted to get rid
of him —he was too much trouble and was shining a spotlight on their little fiefdom.

For the temple was literally the centre of Jewish life — religious, social and
economic. But it had changed over the years, and was now, along with the
teachings of the chief priests, no longer fit for purpose in the eyes of Jesus. Claire
Amos, in her blog this week, puts it better than | can:

“ his actions.... suggest that what he was doing was declaring the Temple
“redundant”. A hint to this lies in the detail of the target of Jesus’ physical
actions. In John’s Gospel, as well as the money-changers and the human
beings who are selling and buying, Jesus drives out the sheep and the cattle
and the doves. In other words, Jesus “drove out” the animals that were
essential for the Temple’s sacrificial cult. ... It wasn’t simply that he was
opposing the corruption of those who sought to make a living by selling “Holy
Hamburgers” as over priced snacks to poor pilgrims, but he was challenging
the Temple’s very raison d’étre.”



So why wasn’t this Temple needed any more?

Earlier in John’s Gospel he says “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us”.
There is no longer any need for the Temple traders changing pagan money into holy
money, supplying so called clean animals to sacrifice — there’s no longer any need
to sacrifice the animals either —Jesus is the sacrifice who will give up his life to make
all of his creation holy once more. Christ changed everything through his death and
resurrection — he is now the temple, the head of the church and we Christians are
his body. It’s his followers, his community, who are the church, not a building in
which we meet and follow rituals.

So, coming to the present day, over the past year we’ve had to relook at what it
means to be a church. As Claire puts it, “‘We have all had a bit of a crash course in
the New Testament understanding that “Church” primarily refers to the “Christian
Community” rather than the building that in normal times is the place where we
meet. We are, it seems, at a real turning point in the life of our church, where we
are faced with the prospect of being “churches without walls”. It’s a point of
tension for us all — but also of hope and a new way of looking at what it means to
be Christian.’

Perhaps it’ s chance to listen to what God wants from us - the Ten Commandments
outlined in Exodus specify how we are to relate to God and each other. They still
give us a good blueprint for daily life but, everywhere we look, those
commandments are being broken. No other God but me —do people worship other
things now instead? Don’t make any idols or worship them — again, do people
worship money and goods instead? Don’t misuse God’s name — | lose count of how
many people do just that all the time. Don’t work on the Sabbath —shops are open,
transport runs, we do our shopping online, catch up on jobs - forgetting it’s not us
that will supply our needs but God. Honour your parents — recognise that you are
not self sufficient because a bit of humility and gratitude go a long way. Don’t
murder, don’t commit adultery, don’t steal, don’t tell lies about your neighbour,
don’t covet anything your neighbour has. When | was little, | thought this referred
to our actual neighbours next door but of course it refers to everyone around us.
Possessions don’t bring happiness any more than we nowadays think sacrificing a
white sheep on the steps of the altar will absolve us of our wrongdoing.



But there’s a lot of sense in those Ten Commandments and they too are a challenge
to us when we think about what it means to be church — with or without walls,
whether we go to a special building to worship or feel the presence of the Holy
Spirit in our kitchen at home. As life rolls gently on, amid the uncertainty of this
grim time for all of us, | am heartened to remember that Jesus is always with me,
whether | am praying to him in a chapel, a cathedral, at my desk or kitchen table.
He is the one constant in my life —and | hope, in yours too. He’s not confined by
walls — perhaps we shouldn’t be either? As Easter approaches in four weeks’ time,
perhaps our Lent vow should be to let Him into every aspect of our lives, regardless
of where we are or what we are doing.

Amen.



ANGLICAN CHAPLAINCY OF ALL SAINTS’ MARSEILLE
WITH AIX-EN-PROVENCE AND THE LUBERON
Reflection — Fourth Sunday of Lent — 14" March 2021
Mothering Sunday

The Revd Roxana Tenea Teleman, Curate

Happy Mothering Sunday to all of you!

Some of you might think that this festival does not concern you, either because
you are not a mother, or because, sadly, your mother is not with you anymore.
Do not be dismayed: this springtime celebration is for all of us.

This fourth Sunday in Lent, known also as Laetare Sunday, should be a day of
relaxation from normal Lenten rigour. It is the second “Rejoice” Sunday in the
liturgical calendar, the other one being the third Sunday in Advent, Gaudete
Sunday. On both occasions rose (rather than purple) vestments can be worn by
priests. The name comes from the first words In Latin of the Introit for the day,
from the Book of the prophet Isaiah: “Laetare Hierusalem” — “Rejoice with
Jerusalem; and be glad for her: rejoice with her, you who mourn over her; that
you may nurse and be satisfied from her consoling breast.” (Isaiah 66.10-11) -
metaphors of consoling and nurturing mothers, and good news of sorrow
changed into joy.

Drawing inspiration from one of the psalms set for the day, “I was glad when
they said to me, let us go to the house of the Lord!” (Ps 122.1), it became a
tradition, in the Middle Ages, for people to return to their mother church for a
special service, that is, to the church where they had been baptised, or to the
nearest cathedral. Anyone who did so, was known to have gone “mothering”.

In later times, servants were given the day off to visit their families, as well as
their mother churches. They brought along posies and simnel cakes.

100 years ago, Constance Penswick Smith revived the observance of Mothering
Sunday in the British Isles, as an occasion for honouring the Mother Church,
mothers of earthly homes, Mary, mother of Jesus, and the gifts of Mother Earth.



You will have noticed that, in recent years, Mothering Sunday, outside the
Church, has been overtaken by consumerism — but it remains, nevertheless, an
occasion to celebrate the care and love we have received in our lives.

Mothering Sunday is not solely about our mothers, much as we value and honour
them. You might be acquainted with this saying: “It takes a village to raise a
child.” In other words, each of us has needed more mothering than any one
mother could ever provide —and we still need to be mothered, regardless of our
age.

The book of Exodus tells us about the desperate, sacrificial, attentive, protective,
loyal, serving, welcoming, generous mothering, that Moses received in his early
childhood.

Like Moses, we all have been shaped by our experiences of being mothered,
regardless of who provided that care: people who have protected us, enabled us
to learn our purpose in life, have loved us enough to let us go our own way, have
been a model of trust and faith, those who have shown us where we are rooted,
what gives us life, those who have forgiven us, have tended to our wounds, have
stood with us in times of great suffering. | dare say this should also be the care a
mother church provides.

It may seem strange that on a day when we are called to rejoice, the Gospel
reading presents us with such an abyss of pain: a dying, tortured son, a mother
whose heart is breaking, and followers who are bewildered and in despair.

It is, nevertheless, a story of hope and of forward looking. Jesus entrusts Mary
and the disciple to one another. At the very moment of being overwhelmed and
having the story of one’s life stripped of everything that has held it together, the
journey out of abyss is made possible. A new community, a new family, a new
fellowship of God’s people is born through the shedding of Christ’s blood, a
community of Cross and Resurrection, of faith and hope, a community that we
call Church.

The Church was born on the foundation laid by Jesus Christ who conquered sin,
injustice, violence, hatred and death on the cross. This is the mothering Church,
where Christ’s disciples are bound together by the recognition of one another’s
humanity and the need both to give and to receive love.



We are called into this new family, into this “one body”, as St Paul reminds us,
as “God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved”. This is a community of mutual
belonging and everlasting love that has its source in God’s immeasurable love.
Sadly, the church has failed many times to live up to this Gospel of love and
respect and care for each other.

| strongly believe that we don’t only belong to the Church family for our own and
this family’s good. We are to be God’s holy people for our broken world, feeling
the pain of its suffering, willing to sacrifice something of ourselves in order to
allow God’s purposes for the world to be brought to birth.

Saint Paul’s standards for a Christian community are very high: it should be
compassionate, kind, humble, meek, patient, forgiving, loving, thankful, wise ...
There is no such thing as a perfect family — or a perfect church. Like any family,
we disagree, we fall out, we hurt each other ... If you feel tempted to strive for
perfection, to score high as a church, remember the wisdom of the psalmist:
“Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labour in vain.” (Ps 127.1)

Some of you are not acquainted with Marseille’s landmark, the Our Lady of the
Guard basilica, perched on a hill overlooking the old port. It is much more than
an attractive site for tourists and pilgrims. For the Marseillais, she is “la Bonne
Mere”, the Good Mother. The bell tower supports a gilded 11 metres tall statue
of Mary, that can be seen from all over the city. The Virgin is shown as a
“Hodegetria” Mother of God, “the One who shows the way”: she directs
attention away from herself and presents Jesus to the world as the source of
salvation. Not many people know that, inside the statue, there is a spiral
staircase to the Virgin’s head and that the few lucky ones who get permission to
do the ascent can look at the world through the eyes of Mary, who keeps
attentive, loving and compassionate watch over the city, with its history of
hardship, sharp social divides and strong aspirations to a better life, and, of
course, over the seafarers. She watches over those who are near, and those who
are far, over those who “belong”, and those who do not. Perhaps there is
something for our chaplaincy to learn from “la Bonne Mere”.

As someone who has lived for nearly half of their life at a 2000-km-distance away
from their extended family, | like the idea that family are the people God gives
us to look after and those who look after us. That is, people we mother and
people who mother us.



Let us all do a bit of “mothering” today! No one should be left out of today’s
rejoicing.

In these times, when we have been separated from one another and/or could
not interact as we would normally do, we have carried on being a Church family
in a different way, and many among us have discovered a renewed sense of
belonging. Some bonds have become stronger.

Yet we should not be inward looking — this will only reveal the limits of our own
resources, and lead to fear and isolation. Let us look out from ourselves with love
and hope. Let us be a community that shows attentiveness in care and nurturing
to all those we encounter and to all who turn to us. Through the blood Jesus
Christ shed for us on the Cross, we are blood relations. But let us not forget that
his blood has been shed for us and for many.

Let our life be shared and given. Let our life together be one of hope, forward
looking and forward moving, and therefore transforming the present. And let us

always stand near the Cross of Jesus, the place where transformation begins.

Amen.



ANGLICAN CHAPLAINCY OF ALL SAINTS’ MARSEILLE
WITH AIX-EN-PROVENCE AND THE LUBERON
Reflection — Passion Sunday — 21 March 2021

The Revd Jamie Johnston, Chaplain

Today is Passion Sunday, marking the beginning of Passiontide. Our attention
turns from the wilderness experience of Jesus which has been the focus of our
Lenten journey so far, towards the suffering that awaits him when he arrives in
Jerusalem for the Passover festival, culminating in his arrest, trial and crucifixion.

Our reading from St John's Gospel occurs just after the events of Palm Sunday,
which we will celebrate next week - events which, in John’s account, end with
the Pharisees saying to one another: 'You see, you can do nothing. Look, the
world has gone after him!" The next thing we are told is that some 'Greeks' have
asked to see Jesus. These may have been Hellenic converts to Judaism, visiting
the city for the festival, although the word 'Greeks' is also used in Paul’s letters
as a generic word for Gentiles.

The point being made is that Jesus's reputation has spread far beyond the
community in which it began, in keeping with his own realisation that his
message was not just for 'the lost sheep of the house of Israel' to whom he
originally felt called, but also for the whole world. A tipping point has been
reached, with the religious authorities concluding that the impact of this
wandering preacher is now out of control, and Jesus knowing there is only one
way this is going to end.

It is hard to overstate the febrile atmosphere that would have surrounded Jesus
and the Twelve as they arrived in Jerusalem. The city would have been packed,
filled with worshippers from across the region, the occupying Roman forces
jittery about the possibility of an insurrection (of which there were many at that
time) igniting the tinderbox which the city became during the festival. Jesus
warns his followers what lies ahead: 'The hour has come for the Son of Man to
be glorified." When we read the word 'glory' in John's Gospel it almost invariably
means the Cross — the Cross on which God's true nature will be revealed (one
meaning of 'glorify' is ‘to reveal'). The place where the price of sacrificial love is
laid bare.



The image Jesus uses is an agricultural one, as he has done so often in his
teaching in rural Galilee. He speaks of a single grain of wheat falling into the
earth. Itis only if the grain dies and is planted that it yields ‘much fruit’. One ear
of wheat might contain forty seeds. If each grain is sown individually, the
following year they may produce sixteen hundred seeds, in the year after that
sixty-four thousand, and in the year after that over two and a half million. But
none of that would be possible without the first one. There is a sense of violence
within the image, too - it is only if you crush an ear of wheat that its individual
seeds fall to the ground.

Since the fourth century (when Christianity became the official faith of the
Roman Empire), being a Christian has no longer automatically been associated
with a willingness to lay down one’s life. It is now more often associated with
being a good citizen. Yet throughout history people have been sacrificing
themselves for their faith, and still do. Only last week we saw pictures from
Myanmar of Sister Ann Rose Nu Tawng kneeling in front of a row of armed police,
offering her life in place of the children on whom they were about to fire. A
sharp reminder of the price of sacrificial love.

There are other examples of sacrificial love closer to home. It's exactly a year
since France and the UK went into lockdown for the first time. The first lockdown
was marked in many European countries by weekly or nightly applause for the
carers who were on the front line of the evolving pandemic. Was it because of
their efforts to save lives, working night and day to cope with rising numbers of
severely ill patients? Or was it because, in a way we might have found it hard to
articulate, they had reminded us of something fundamental about our priorities
in their willingness to risk their own lives to save others? Reminding the world
that life is not about seeking to protect ourselves from death (despite the
amount of our collective energy we put into it), but that in the end what matters
is living a good life? Maybe it was both.

The image of the grain of wheat falling into the earth is part of a wider message
we find in the Gospels. It's about dying to self and opening ourselves outwards,
to one another and to God. This rhythm of letting go and receiving back is
something we need to attend to more closely if we are to understand Christ's
message which appears two chapters earlier in John’s Gospel: 'l came that they
may have life, and have it abundantly'. We need to allow our hearts to move
into the slipstream of giving and receiving, the eternal exchange which we are



taught lies at the heart of the Trinity, an endless mutual giving and receiving in
love. ‘| came that they might have life, and have it abundantly.’

A few weeks ago | received a request to include a piece of music in one of our
midweek online services. It was a song originally sung by Bette Midler, which
might sound a surprising request for a church service. | replied that | didn’t think
the song would work as part of the liturgy, but | did promise to preach onit, as |
believed that what it expresses comes close to some of Jesus’s teaching. That
moment has arrived, for the teaching in question is the image of the grain of
wheat, the letting go and receiving back. The song is called The Rose, and its
middle verse says this:

‘It’s the heart afraid of breaking that never learns to dance;
It’s the dream afraid of waking that never takes the chance;
It’s the one who won’t be taken that never learns to give,
And the soul afraid of dying that never learns to live.’

One of the things with which Passiontide confronts us is our fear of failure. On
the face of it, the crucifixion meant absolute failure for the friends and followers
of Jesus. Failure is a risk we take when we embark on any endeavour. Yet we
may never know what harvest our willingness to allow a seed to die may
produce.

| wonder if you know the story of William Leslie. Dr Leslie was a Canadian
pharmacist who, at the turn of the twentieth century, became a medical
missionary in what is now the Democratic Republic of Congo. In 1912, he started
a new mission station in a remote jungle community where conditions were
particularly hard. He stayed there for sixteen years. Towards the end of his time,
he fell out with one of the tribal chiefs and was asked to leave. Whilst the dispute
itself was resolved, Leslie left the Congo convinced that his ministry had been a
failure.

In 2010 an American missionary visited the area, over eighty years after William
Leslie left. Although the area will still barely accessible, to his astonishment he
found a network of churches throughout the jungle, each with its own choir,
including a stone building like a cathedral that seated 1,000 people, which had
become too small for them so they had built more churches. The community
ascribed their faith to the teaching of William Leslie all those years earlier. The
seed which he thought had died had borne much fruit.



As we move into Passiontide, let us hold on to the image of the grain of wheat
that dies. For the harvest that lies beyond it is that of Easter, the ultimate letting
go and receiving back revealed in Christ, whose glory nothing and no one can
take away - yesterday, today, for ever.

Amen.



ANGLICAN CHAPLAINCY OF ALL SAINTS’ MARSEILLE
WITH AIX-EN-PROVENCE AND THE LUBERON
Reflection — Maundy Thursday — 1% April 2021

Canon David Pickering

Then if 1, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash
one another’s feet. | have set you an example: you are to do as | have done for
you.

It is beyond the realms of Zoom liturgical practice to follow the call of Jesus to
physically wash each other’s feet this evening. But, this evening, we have
included some words of a foot washing anthem as they may convey the deeper
meaning better than the action itself.

My feet have always been important to me: | was a keen footballer from early
teens until my mid-fifties and one of the joys of living in the South of France is
the opportunity for walking. Perhaps | may even have something of an
obsession about my feet! Every day | carry a pedometer in my pocket. Fitness
experts recommend ten thousand steps a day, but | hope those of us of more
advanced years might get away with five to seven thousand.

Yet these few thousand steps a day are as nothing compared with those
required every day by most people in the ancient world. After walking along
dusty roads and fields in sandals or bare feet, foot washing would be an absolute
necessity. This menial task would be carried out by ‘inferiors’ for ‘superiors’,
generally by slaves (often women), by children for parents, wives for husbands,
and students for their teachers: never a teacher for his pupils. That Jesus does
the reverse adds deeper meaning to his action.

For Jesus, the washing of the disciples’ feet is doubly-symbolic. Itis an act of the
loving service he requires of us: I give you a new commandment, that you love
one another. And this action is one which brings unity. No longer will servants
wash masters’ feet. As we “wash” each other’s feet, and serve one another,
even, or especially, serving the “least” among us, this becomes a unifying love,
one where power and rank no longer hold sway.

1



As we move through the climax of Holy Week and Easter we celebrate God’s
love for us shown in the death and resurrection of Jesus. The cross is the
greatest act of love, shown triumphantly in the risen Christ. And this we
celebrate in the Eucharist, as St Paul expresses in this evening’s New Testament
reading: For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.

In this passage from 1 Corinthians 11. 23 - 26, St. Paul gives the earliest written
account of the institution of the Eucharist: he was writing some decades before
the gospels. As he says, in the Eucharist we proclaim the saving acts of Jesus.
This is not a simple commemoration like a birthday or an anniversary, but an
active celebration of his saving love. From earliest times the Eucharist has also
been called agape - a “Love Feast”. Here we celebrate our salvation through
God’s love for us as shown in the death and resurrection of Jesus. At the end of
that feast, that celebration, God calls us to go out into the world, sharing that
love in all our daily dealings, both with those close to us and those who are afar.

In the words of our Foot Washing anthem:
God is love, and where true love is, God himself is there.

Amen



ANGLICAN CHAPLAINCY OF ALL SAINTS’ MARSEILLE
WITH AIX-EN-PROVENCE AND THE LUBERON
Reflection — 3" Sunday of Easter — 18" April 2021
The Revd John Smith

Changing Hearts and Minds

At our service in the Luberon on Easter day the reading from John’s gospel left
us with as many questions as answers. For example, we were told that John “saw
and believed” (but not what he believed) followed by “for as yet they did not
understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead.” We wondered how
was it possible to walk with the living fulfilment of the scriptures for three years
and yet not understand the scriptures? And why had the disciples not
understood when Jesus told them at least two or three times that he would rise
from the dead on the third day? Even the chief priests and the Pharisees knew
that Jesus had said this. So, | am grateful that our gospel reading today gives us
an opportunity to revisit this statement as, in this post-resurrection scene, we
have the verse “then Jesus opened their minds to understand the scriptures”.

Just prior to opening their minds Jesus said “These are my words that | spoke to
you while | was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of
Moses must be fulfilled.” So, it is back to Moses that we will go to start the
journey of learning how God chooses to reveal Himself to us and gives us
understanding of scripture. Through Moses God renewed His covenant with His
chosen people to prepare them for living in the promised land that they were
about to enter. Moses said, “you have seen all that the Lord did before your eyes
in the land of Egypt, the signs, and those great wonders but to this day
the Lord has not given you a heart (some translations say mind) to
understand”. This is a scene that has just been replayed with Jesus showing his
disbelieving disciples his hands and his feet. “Touch me” he says “l am not a
ghost” but they still did not understand.

It is these two translations of the Hebrew word 1éb 2% which means ‘heart’ but
is translated as ‘mind’ in some versions of the Bible that has caught my attention
because | believe ‘heart’ and ‘mind’ are not the same and the difference may be
key to our understanding of scripture. In his renewing of God’s covenant with
the Israelites, Moses refers to the heart six times. Each time its use is significant.


https://biblehub.com/hebrew/lev_3820.htm

To summarize, ‘the amazing work of God in circumcising (changing) the heart is
predicated upon Israel’s turning its own heart and returning to God with the
whole heart and soul’.

So how are we to understand ‘heart’ here? We are all used to the idiomatic use
of heart to express a wide range of meanings and feelings. Have a heart
(sympathy), take heart (courage), in a heartbeat (immediately), heart of
gold/stone (kind/cold), heart in the right place (well intentioned) and wear your
heart on your sleeve (be open) are just a few examples but what about the use
of ‘heart’ in the Bible? Firstly, references to the heart as the physical organ are
few and by no means specific. The Hebrews thought in terms of subjective
experience rather than objective, scientific observation. It was essentially the
whole person, with all their attributes, physical, intellectual and psychological,
which the Hebrew thought and spoke of, and the heart was conceived of as the
governing centre for all of these. It is the heart that makes us what we are and
governs all our actions. Character, personality, will and mind are modern terms
which reflect something but not all of the meaning of ‘heart’ in its biblical usage.
There is no suggestion in the Bible that the brain is the centre of consciousness,
thought or will. It is the heart that is so regarded.

When we are told that we should love the Lord our God with all our hearts, we
should understand that we should love God with every part of our being not just
our minds — with all our soul, with all our strength and yes with all our minds.
But our hearts do not always do this. Our hearts are not what they should be. A
change of heart is required. The right attitude of heart begins with it being
broken or crushed, symbolic of humility and penitence. Repentance and
conversion are required. That is why the Psalmist prays that God will search and
know the heart and make it clean. And why Jesus says “Blessed are the pure in
heart for they shall see God”. It is through Christ’s dwelling in our hearts by faith
the we can comprehend the love of God and begin to understand the true
meaning of scripture.

How many times have you heard the mind being an obstacle to faith? How many
times have you heard people say ‘if | could only understand scripture then |
would believe?’ Nicodemus is a classic example of somebody who had all the
learning possible and the deepest knowledge of the law but he did not
understand when Jesus said he must be born again (have a change of heart). It
was St Augustine who said “I believe so that | may understand”. Saint Anselm of
Canterbury expanded on this when he said "l do not seek to understand in order
that | may believe, but rather, | believe in order that | may understand"



From this | conclude that we need a change of heart before we can have a
change of mind. A change of heart that comes only by God’s grace and the work
of the Holy Spirit. This is important to understand for it has implications for our
own response to God’s call on our lives and it has very important implications
for how we witness to others. For ourselves it is good to have a ‘heart check’
periodically to see if we are still faithful in all ways possible. But then we should
consider how we fulfil Christ's command at the end of today’s gospel, to
‘proclaim repentance and forgiveness of sins in his name to all nations’. We have
to win hearts and minds but it is in that order. The change of heart can only
happen with the intervention of the Holy Spirit but once that is achieved, the
second, the mind change, will follow.

Some people think the greatest help to evangelism today would be to see more
miraculous events. After all, who could not believe in the face of such displays
of spiritual power? But as the examples of the Israelites and the disciples of Jesus
have just illustrated, the greatest wonders imaginable would not have made a
difference unless God sent His Spirit to change their hearts.

So how is the ground prepared and the seed of the gospel sown so that it will
bear fruit some a hundredfold, some sixtyfold and some thirtyfold as the parable
of the sower teaches us? It is the Holy Spirit’s work to prepare the ground to
receive the seed and we have to accept that there is some compacted ground,
some rocky ground that will not be receptive to God’s word; the stony hearts
that will not change but we do have a significant role to play in the selection of
the seed that we sow and how, when, where and to whom it is sowed. And by
the way before we proceed, if God’s word is not working in your life, you had
better check the ground the seed is falling on.

Christians long for a self-sustaining, self-replicating movement of the Holy Spirit
that will change the world as it repeatedly presents kingdom beliefs and
behaviours, multiplying its effect like a virus to use a bad analogy. Were Jesus
here on earth today, | wonder if He would say ‘the kingdom of God is like a
YouTube video or Internet message that has gone ‘viral’, passed on one person
at a time, rejected by some but where it takes root it multiplies quickly,
replicating thirty, sixty or even a hundred times?’ The disruptive kingdom the
world needs requires disruptive models of ‘being’ church but we cannot afford
to wait for the church to change.

Whilst others talk about planting churches, we individual Christians need to get
busy planting gospel seeds. The gospel stories are the seed of viral replication if



you will. Scripture provides the perfect source that can be ‘discovered’ by all and
become a tangible reality when reinforced by kingdom actions on our part. Our
walk has to follow our talk. As Chresten Tomlin, an American evangelist said, ‘we
are called to be like God but we have settled for just being nice’. He went on to
say that ‘we should remember who we are for we are more than what we have
become’. As we grow and strive to become more like God, it is not enough for
us to just grasp our own salvation without fulfilling our purpose from the
beginning of time: to work for God’s will to be done on earth as it is in heaven.
We must take up this challenge and join the kingdom movement to seed the
gospel afresh to be actively working with the Holy Spirit changing hearts and
minds for Christ.

It was Easter evening when we remembered Cleopas and his friend as they
walked from Jerusalem to Emmaus. They were joined by a stranger and their
hearts were ablaze, burning within them as the stranger, the unrecognised
Jesus, opened the scriptures to them. | pray that it be so with us as we answer
God’s calling on our lives.

Alleluia. Amen
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intelligent man. , [espent his life travelling the world for the UN and other

agencies, a good man A Z } brayed focused on giving what he can to help others

less fortunate than himself. So, when we were talking about the environmental
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Today, as is usual in Eastertide, our first reading might have been from Acts, *} /[
intended to say nothing about the alternative Old Testamenttext t }v A Z] Z /[u
sure you all know very well. But apart from my conversation with Michel, many
thingshave Z %% v & vSoC 8§} S oo u SZ S/ }uo v[S JPV}
/[ S odn it last May, just at the point when we were starting to come out of
lockdown when the parallels of being cooped up and then liberated felt very
significant. But Z (E [ SZ HSC }A o @ kSodowEhdline, and new
aspects of the story are coming to the fore. As the Book of Common Prayer puts it:
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complements what we learn this morning about the first apostles in Acts and about

Jesus as our Good Shepherd.

So what were those things that moved me toinclude E} Z[es ¢S} E Jahkad] E S

|, with Jamie and Roxana spent several hours online last week at the Synod for the

Archdeaconry of France, where a session was devoted to how we might become an
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this week with Joe Biden to discuss how we are to deal with the huge challenges

that face us. Not only has the British government just decided to bring forward its



climate change targets, General Synod has committed us as a Church to be Net Zero
by 2030 tand thisincludesourowndi} <« X dZ Srimeygarsfrom now.

VAJE}vu v8 0 Jeep e & v[5 <}o 0C o0]uls §} o]Ju 8§
Attenborough has done a much better job than | could ever do in flagging up the
UCE] % @&} o us A ( U ¢}/ A}Vv[E % youakdatdy Gowo]vP C}j
/ves Uo 5[+ 0}})l 8AZ §38} C[+E ]JvPe Z A 38} § 00 p-
e« 3 AE +}('}[+ E 3]}vX /(CI}pu &I Vv}3Z CE o}}l 3§ &z
§Z]e « EA] U C}lu[oo - §Z § o '} es3e ddles i} Asigv $Z 0]
D"+1" & ["&#,$& 2.3& #,$& "4"%2& 5)4),6& 7%"#+3%"& +(#+& )*& 1)+(& 2.38& 9.%& #5
Pv E 3]}ve YXX ]PVv }( 83Z }A v VE+(SA vve]r -TBREE Z
Iv 8Z A EC (]E*3 Z %38 & }( §8Z ] o U#4} Sudotlv _u sZ
over all living things. God judges his creation as 6..$8&ut we humans are to care
for it. Genesis begins with creation, moves to a time of almost complete disaster
for humankind, but then sees renewal through Noah and his descendants. As
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face challenges on so many fronts, what ways are we being called to turn from so
that we may live?&

In the online conference on Eco Diocese, we were reminded of the Anglican
Communion[* &]A D Ele }( D]e*]}vX W EZ %+ A }v[5 o}}l
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To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom

To teach, baptise and nurture new believers

To respond to human need by loving service

To transform unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of every kind
and pursue peace and reconciliation

5. To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain and renew the
life of the earth
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problems we face. As John Rogerson says in his commentary on The Flood: -#%+&.9&
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These are hard words t but God does forewarn the righteous Noah, and through

this one obedient man, who endured all the taunts of his scoffing neighbours,

humanity is preserved. Perhaps in recent years, too many of us have been more
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Although prisoners, they stand confidently in front of the High Priest and his

priestly clique, ready to declare loud and clear that their work is being done in the

name of Jesus. Not only that, fearless Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, is ready to
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of Jesus, to bring healing to a sick world. Are we ready, like Noah, to go out on a
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Many ideas were floated in the Eco Diocese conference about the practical steps

we might all take. One which struck me was plans to co-operate with '5)/#+"&
F+"1#%%$*3 organization aiming to offset by doing positive good t for example,

providing smokeless stoves to people in rural Nepalese communities. People die

from carbon monoxide poisoning. The need to collect wood t hard, physical work
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are so many ways we can, are, and will be contributing to change. We know what
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and determine to go further. This morning we might have read from 1 John,

Chapter 3 instead of Genesis. He writes:
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16-24.

The Lord is our Good Shepherd. Of his own accord, he has laid down his life for us

t his love is 5.4"&),&+%3+(&#,$&# T, French love to talk about *.5)$#%)bk&
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our faith in him means that we can have total confidence that his 6..$,"**&#,$&

5.4"&1)55&9.55. 28 the days of our lives.
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world in this present time. Who knows? Perhaps when, as a whole church, we

%"*>,$& +.& (3/#,& ,""$& 02& 5.4),6& *"%4)Hen we work +.& +%#,*9.%/& 3,B3*+&
*+0637+3%"*&.9&*.7)"+288&+.&*+%) 4" &+.&*#9"63#% P&+ ("&),+"6%)+2&.9&7 %" "#+).,8&#,
%","1&+("&5)9"&.9&+("&\MbH (Be speak truth and show it in action, our Christian
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Amen

https://www.climatestewards.org/
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